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An Evening with President  
George W. Bush

GLOBAL SUMMIT XIII



Dear Friends, 

Welcome back to the Jefferson Educational Society’s Global Summit – the second Summit in less 
than seven months! When I last wrote the welcoming letter to the Global Summit in 2019, none 
of us could have predicted the many ways the world would be indelibly changed by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Beginning March 12, 2020, a noticeable change at the JES was the pivot to digital programming. 
To date, the think tank has offered more than 200 virtual programs to the community, including 14 
events over 18 days in May for the JES’s first-ever digital Global Summit. 

Despite the changes over the past year and a half, one thing that hasn’t changed is the need to 
explore key issues facing the world, our country, and communities nationwide. Year after year, the 
Global Summit seeks to quench that intellectual and cultural thirst. 

From what began as an ambitious endeavor in 2009 to bring the brightest minds to discuss the most pressing issues on 
stage in Erie, Pennsylvania, the Jefferson continues to reach new heights over the past 12 Summits. While the first Global 
Summit drew an audience of 500, our last in-person saw nearly of 7,000 in-person attendees and our virtual Global Summit 
has garnered almost 40,000 views – and counting as those programs remain available to stream on-demand on the JES’s 
website and social media platforms. We expect to exceed that number this November.

It all began with a headlining event featuring E.J. Dionne at the first Global Summit. Then, Paul Kennedy presented at 
the second installment. Over the years, the JES has added more and more notable names to the Global Summit roster, 
becoming the largest and most esteemed speaker series in the region (see full list on pages 10&11). 

This year, it adds an American president. 

George W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United States, will headline Global Summit XIII, marking yet another milestone 
for the speaker series hosted in Erie, Pennsylvania that is gaining notoriety throughout the nation.  The pandemic 
prevented President Bush from attending in person, one week after the 2020 election.  This time, we have the perspective 
of President Biden’s first year in office, as well his reflections on the tumultuous eight years he served in the White House.

Our conversation with President Bush will be part of a week-long series focused on the American presidency. Flanking 
the President, you’ll find a panel of former White House chiefs of staff, including Andrew Card and Mack McLarty, and a 
discussion focused on First Ladies featuring Barbara Perry, Stacy Cordery, and Anita McBride.  Our look at America’s First 
Ladies marks another milestone for the JES, a new partnership with American University and the First Ladies Association 
for Research and Education.

The ever-in-demand, Pulitzer Prize-winning presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin will return to the Global Summit 
for a third time. The Summit will also feature Civil Rights Leaders and President of the A. Phillip Randolph Institute 
Clayola Brown in conversation with DeWitt Walton, District 10 Council Representative for Allegheny County; President 
of the National Constitutional Center, Jeffrey Rosen; Brookings Fellow and head of the think tank’s Race, Prosperity, and 
Inclusion initiative Camille Busette; and University of Chicago political scientist (and Erie native) Robert Pape, this year’s 
recipient of the Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas Award.

I’m happy to share with you that this will make the 11th Global Summit appearance for me. It is a great honor to share 
these events with a hometown that has given so much to me and my family.

Your JES team is working to continue to ensure that not just now but for years to come Erie is known as an epicenter of 
educational exploration, that our community remains a center of informed discussion, spirited dialogue, and a platform to 
learn more about our world, our nation, and our community. 

Of course, we couldn’t do this without you and your continued support over the years.  
You, Jeffersonians, arrive excited to each event and help us to widen our audiences by  
encouraging your friends to attend, as we continue our pursuit of knowledge together.  
We sincerely appreciate you and the part you play in elevating constructive conversation – 
something we need now more than ever.
                                                                       Best regards, 

Steve Scully 
Global Summit XIII Chairman

WELCOME TO GLOBAL SUMMIT XIII
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The Impact of Systemic 
Racism In Communities 
of Color
Clayola Brown and  
DeWitt Walton
Monday, November 1, 2021
7:30 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Society 
3207 State Street 
Erie, PA

The Impact of Systemic Racism In Communities of Color 
Labor and civil rights leader Clayola Brown, president of A. Phillip Randolph Institute in 
Washington, D.C., will discuss the impact of systemic racism in communities of color in a 
program moderated by union leader DeWitt Walton of Pittsburgh.
At age 15 in 1963, Clayola Beatrice Oliver helped her mother, Ann Belle Jenkins Shands, in a 
successful campaign to bring the Textile Workers Union of America to the Manhattan Shirt 
Factory in her birthplace and hometown, Charleston, South Carolina. It was just the beginning of 
Brown’s remarkable life as a labor and civil rights activist.
Brown later helped organize the 17-year struggle to unionize the textile giant J.P. Stevens that 
culminated in 1980 with 4,000 workers winning a contract through the newly formed 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union (ACTWU), according to her biography in the 
Historymakers, the nation’s largest African American video oral history collection. Brown served 
as the ACTWU’s education director, civil rights director, and for 13 years as manager of the 
ACTWU’s Laundry Division. In 1991, she was elected international vice president of the 
ACTWU.
In 1994, President Bill Clinton appointed Brown to the National Commission on Employment 
Policy and a year later she helped merge the International Ladies Garment Workers Union 
(ILGWU) with ACTWU to form the Union of Needle Trades, Industrial and Textile Employees. 
That same year, Brown was elected international vice president of the AFL-CIO. In 2004, Brown 
became the first woman to serve as national president of the A. Phillip Randolph Institute and 
she continues in that role today.
Brown, a graduate of Florida A&M University, has received numerous honors, including the 
NAACP Leadership and Keeper of the Flame Awards, the CBTU Woman of Valor Award, the 
SCLC Drum Major for Justice Award, and many others.
Born in Mississippi and reared in Gary, Indiana by activist parents, DeWitt Walton is a 25-year 
employee of the United Steelworkers union and is currently assigned to the Civil & Human 
Rights department. He has served as an organizer, strategic campaigner, and assistant to the 
union’s international president. An alumnus of Idaho State University, he also served in VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America), the domestic equivalent to the Peace Corps.
Walton, District 10 labor representative for Allegheny County, lives in the Hill District in 
Pittsburgh. 

An Evening with  
Jeffrey Rosen, President 
of the National 
Constitution Center
Jeffrey Rosen
Wednesday, November 3, 2021
7:30 p.m.

Gannon University’s Yehl Room 
124 West Seventh Street 
Erie, PA

An Evening with Jeffrey Rosen,  
President of the National Constitution Center 
Jeffrey Rosen is an American academic, author, and commentator on legal affairs. He is a 
Professor of Law at George Washington University in Washington D.C., a contributing editor at 
The Atlantic, and has served as the president and chief executive of the National Constitution 
Center, a nonpartisan nonprofit whose mission is to educate the public about the U.S. 
Constitution located in Philadelphia since 2013. 
Rosen writes frequently about the U.S. Supreme Court, having interviewed several chief justices. 
The late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg credited Rosen’s early support for her Supreme Court 
candidacy. 
Rosen is the author of six books, most recently Conversations with RBG: Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg on Life, Liberty, and Law. His other books are William Howard Taft: The American 
Presidents Series; Louis D. Brandeis: American Prophet; The Supreme Court: The Personalities and 
Rivalries that Defined America; The Most Democratic Branch: How the Courts Serve America; The 
Naked Crowd: Reclaiming Security and Freedom in an Anxious Age; and The Unwanted Gaze: The 
Destruction of Privacy in America. Rosen is also the co-editor of Constitution 3.0: Freedom and 
Technological Change. 
He hosts a weekly “We the People” podcast, a weekly show of constitutional debate in which 
listeners can “hear the best arguments on all sides of the constitutional issues at the center of 
American life.” Rosen is a highly regarded journalist whose writing has appeared in the New York 
Times Magazine, National Public Radio, the New Republic, and The New Yorker. The Chicago Tribune 
named him one of the 10 best magazine journalists in America and the Los Angeles Times called 
him “the nation’s most widely read and influential legal commentator.” 
Rosen is a graduate of Harvard College, Oxford  
University, where he was a Marshall Scholar, 
and Yale Law School. 
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The Power of Policy 
Reform to Address Racial 

Justice in Erie  
Camille Busette

Thursday, November 4, 2021
7:30 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Society 
3207 State Street 

Erie, PA

The Power of Policy Reform to Address Racial Justice in Erie 
How can communities use policy reform to address systemic issues that have driven racial 
inequities over decades? Dr. Camille Busette, a leading expert on policy reform at the local and 
national levels, will address those issues and more in her Global Summit talk. With a focus on Erie, 
Pennsylvania, Busette will examine data and trends in Erie, as well as comparable metros, with a 
look at what’s been done and is being done. She is currently working as a project consultant with 
Erie-based advocacy groups on a new policy strategy as part of the Better Together Council’s Erie 
Racial Justice Policy initiative.
As a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution, Busette heads the think tank’s Race, Prosperity, 
and Inclusion initiative, which launched How We Rise, a project that focuses on policy solutions to 
upend structural racism and create a more equitable society for all. She has affiliations with 
Brookings Governance Studies, Economic Studies, and Metropolitan Policy Program.
After receiving her academic training at the University of California at Berkley and the University 
of Chicago, Dr. Busette embarked on a career at the World Bank, where she confronted issues of 
extreme poverty, lack of access to health, education, sanitation, and the labor market.
Busette is no stranger to Erie or the Jefferson Global Summit. She addressed “Thinking Differently 
about Race and Belonging” at Global Summit XI in 2019, and joined her Brookings’ colleague Dr. 
Rashawn Ray at Global Summit XII in May 2021 for a program titled “Addressing Policy Reform 
and Racial Equity.” 

The History and Role of First Ladies 
Three distinguished panelists – Barbara Perry, Stacy Cordery, and Anita McBride – will discuss 
several former First Ladies in a Global Summit program in partnership with American University, 
the First Ladies Association for Research, and Education, and the White House Historical 
Association.
Perry is the Gerald L. Baliles professor and director of Presidential Studies at the University of 
Virginia’s Miller Center, where she co-directs the Presidential Oral History Program. She has 
written or edited 15 books on presidents, First Ladies, the Kennedy family, the Supreme Court, 
civil rights, and civil liberties. 
Perry has conducted more than 100 interviews for the George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. 
Bush, and Barack Obama Presidential Oral History Projects, and she directs the Edward Kennedy 
Oral History Project. She served as a U.S. Supreme Court fellow and has worked for both 
Republican and Democratic members of the Senate.
Historian Stacy A. Cordery is the author of four books, including the New York Times best-selling 
biography Alice: Alice Roosevelt Longworth, from White House Princess to Washington Power Broker 
(Viking, 2007). A four-time teaching-award winner, she is a professor in the History Department at 
Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, where she teaches courses on First Ladies, the Gilded Age, 
and 20th century America.
She is a Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Theodore Roosevelt Center and a member of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Association Advisory Board. In addition to her biography of Longworth, she is 
the author of a biography of Girl Scout founder Juliette Gordon Low (Viking, 2012) and two books 
about Theodore Roosevelt. Her latest project is a biography of entrepreneur Elizabeth Arden that 
will be published by Viking.
Anita McBride served more than 30 years as a White House adviser, chief of staff, diplomacy 
adviser, and women’s empowerment advocate. She is currently Executive-in-Residence at the 
Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies in the School of Public Affairs at American 
University in Washington, D.C., where she directs programming on the legacies of America’s first 
ladies and their historical influence on politics, policy, and global diplomacy. She also serves as an 
adviser to the university’s president and the Office of Development and Alumni Relations and on 
the Advisory Board of the University’s Sine Institute of Policy and Politics.
McBride served as an assistant to President George W. Bush, as well as Chief of Staff to First Lady 
Laura Bush. 

Panel discussion will be moderated by Steve Scully, longtime Global Summit 
chairman and Senior Vice President of Communications for the Bipartisan Policy 
Center in Washington, D.C.

The History and Role of 
First Ladies

Barbara Perry, Stacy 
Cordery, and Anita McBride

Monday, November 8, 2021
7:30 p.m.

Gannon University’s Yehl Room 
124 West Seventh Street 

Erie, PA
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An Evening with 
President  
George W. Bush
Tuesday, November 9, 2021
7 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center
1 Sassafras Pier

An Evening with  
President George W. Bush 
According to his official biography, George W. Bush served as 43rd President of the 
United States of America from 2001 to 2009. As Commander in Chief, President 
Bush worked to expand freedom, opportunity, and security at home and abroad. At 
home, he championed the No Child Left Behind Act to raise standards in schools 
and cut taxes for every federal income taxpayer, restoring economic growth and 
launching an unprecedented 52 straight months of job creation. The Bush 
Administration also negotiated new free trade agreements, worked with Congress 
to pass landmark healthcare reforms, and instituted robust environmental 
protections.  Following the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, President 
Bush responded with a comprehensive strategy to protect the American people. 
Under his leadership, the United States built global coalitions to remove violent 
regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq that threatened America and provided 
unprecedented support for young democracies and dissidents around the world. 
President Bush also launched global HIV/AIDS and malaria initiatives that have 
saved millions of lives, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.
President Bush grew up in Midland, Texas, the eldest son of Barbara and George 
H.W. Bush – later the 41st President of the United States. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in history from Yale University and a master’s degree in business 
administration from Harvard Business School. President Bush also served as a pilot 
in the Texas Air National Guard. Following business school, he returned to Midland 
and met Laura Welch. They were married in 1977. After working in the energy 
business in West Texas for several years, President Bush moved to Dallas and 
joined a group of partners that purchased the Texas Rangers baseball franchise. In 1995, he 
was sworn in as the 46th Governor of Texas.
After his presidency, Mr. and Mrs. Bush founded the George W. Bush Presidential Center in 
Dallas, Texas. The Bush Center is home to the George W. Bush Presidential Library and 
Museum and the George W. Bush Institute, a nonpartisan public policy and leadership 
development center that engages communities across the United States and around the world 
by developing leaders, advancing policy, and taking action to solve today’s most pressing 
challenges.
President Bush is the author of four bestselling books: Decision Points (2010), 41: A Portrait of 
My Father (2014), Portraits of Courage: A Commander in Chief’s Tribute to America’s Warriors 
(2017), and Out of Many, One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants (2021), a collection of oil 
paintings and stories by President Bush honoring America’s military heroes.  
President and Mrs. Bush are the parents of twin daughters: Barbara, married to Craig Coyne; 
and Jenna, married to Henry Hager. The Bushes also are the grandparents of Margaret Laura 
“Mila” Poppy Louise and Henry Harold “Hal” Hager. The Bush family also includes two cats, 
Bob and Bernadette, as well as Freddy the dog.
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GOV. TOM RIDGE, inaugural Secretary of Homeland Security, was 
instrumental in organizing President Bush’s event for this Global Summit. 
Ridge, who served two terms as Governor of Pennsylvania, will serve as 
event host.

SEN. PAT TOOMEY, R-Pa., will share remarks on politics and government 
before the keynote address by President George W. Bush and will also 
participate in this program through a Q&A session with Steve Scully.

This program, moderated by Global Summit Chairman STEVE SCULLY,  
will include an exclusive conversation with President Bush who will discuss 
the challenges facing the nation in the 21st century and the powers of 
freedom.
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A Conversation with Former White House  
Chiefs of Staff 
Former White House Chiefs of Staff Andrew Card and Mack McLarty will offer their insights on 
the men and presidencies of George W. Bush and Bill Clinton, respectively. Card served as Chief 
of staff for President George W. Bush from 2001 to 2006, and McLarty served as Chief of Staff 
for President Bill Clinton in 1993 and 1994.
Many Americans recognize Card as the top White House official who notified President Bush 
about the second plane hitting the World Trade Center during the 9/11 attack on America. Card 
served in various other senior government roles under three U.S. presidents, including Ronald 
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and George W. Bush as well as served as the acting Dean of the Bush 
School of Government and Public Service and as the fifth President of Franklin Pierce University 
from 2015 to 2016. He is a graduate of the University of South Carolina, Harvard Kennedy 
School, and the United States Merchant Marine Academy.
Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty III is chairman of McLarty Associates. He co-founded McLarty 
Associates in 1998 following a number of positions in business leadership and public service, 
including various roles advising three American presidents: Bill Clinton, George H.W. Bush, and 
Jimmy Carter. McLarty is also chairman of the McLarty Companies, a fourth-generation family 
transportation business. He is a summa cum laude graduate of the University of Arkansas.

Panel discussion will be moderated by Steve Scully, longtime Global Summit 
chairman and Senior Vice President of Communications for the Bipartisan Policy 
Center in Washington, D.C.

A Conversation with 
Former White House 

Chiefs of Staff
Andrew Card and  

Mack McLarty
Wednesday, November 10, 2021

7:30 p.m

Gannon University’s Yehl Room 
124 West Seventh Street 

Erie, PA.

The New Deal to Great Society: FDR and LBJ 
Presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and 
internationally acclaimed speaker, is making her third appearance at the JES Global Summit.
Goodwin, whose several books reached the top of the New York Times Bestseller list, is also 
known for her love of baseball, especially the Brooklyn Dodgers of her youth and the Boston 
Red Sox of her adulthood. She was the first female journalist to enter the Boston Red Sox 
locker room in 1979 and also appeared in Ken Burns’ 1994 documentary, Baseball. 
Goodwin earned a Ph.D. in government from Harvard University and went on to Washington, 
D.C. as a White House Fellow during the Lyndon B. Johnson administration and eventually 
became a member of his staff, focusing on domestic anti-poverty efforts. After leaving the 
administration, Goodwin taught government at Harvard for 10 years and assisted Johnson in 
drafting his memoirs. Her first book, Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream, became a New 
York Times bestseller and provided a launching pad for her literary career. 
In 2018, she released her popular book, Leadership in Turbulent Times, which explores the early 
development, growth, and exercise of leadership by drawing from the presidents she has 
studied closely – Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Johnson. 
Goodwin has said the book was meant to inspire young people to see these men not just for 
who they were as presidents, but also as ordinary people in the beginning of their careers who 
eventually became leaders through a variety of different paths. 
Goodwin is also an advocate for women in leadership roles, noting “Somehow men are more 
willing to just somehow say early on, ‘I’m a leader.’ Women will take responsibility for things 
and that is a mark of leadership, and it has to be recognized that they should say that’s what 
makes me a leader. I think it’s going to happen, but I hope it’s not 200 years from now before 
some historian is writing about four women.”
 

The New Deal to Great 
Society: FDR and LBJ

Doris Kearns Goodwin
Thursday, November 11, 2021

7:30 p.m.

Gannon University’s Yehl Room 
124 West Seventh Street 

Erie, PA
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Please check your emails and the 
JESerie.org website for updates 

and details on the programs, 
including locations.



Holding the Line: Political Violence in America and 
the Implications for Democracy 
University of Chicago political scientist Robert Pape is the 2021 Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas 
Award recipient. Dr. Pape, an Erie native, is a specialist in international security affairs.
He has specialized in air power, suicide terrorism, and economic sanctions. A founder and 
director of the Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism, Pape is considered one of the 
world’s foremost experts on strategic air power and terrorism studies. 
Pape helped to found CPOST in 2004 to support his research into the causes, conduct, and 
consequences of suicide terrorism campaigns and to establish, maintain, and update the 
first-of-its-kind Suicide Attack Database, which remains the most comprehensive database to 
this date. 
Pape’s research efforts have led him to study the effectiveness of economic sanctions, 
humanitarian intervention policy, U.S.-China Relations, and American Grand Strategy. With 
more than 30 years of experience in studying air power as a tool for coercion, he has advanced 
his opinions on U.S. action in Kuwait, Bosnia and Kosovo, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and 
Syria. He has also advised major policymakers in Washington and served on the presidential 
campaigns of Republican Ron Paul and Democrat Barack Obama.
Pape has also authored a number of books about terrorism, including Bombing to Win: Air 
Power and Coercion in War (1996); Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism (2005); 
and Cutting the Fuse: The Explosion of Global Suicide Terrorism and How to Stop It (2010). 
Before his work at the University of Chicago, Pape taught international relations at Dartmouth 
College for five years and air power strategy for the USAF’s School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies for three years. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago and his B.A. and 
M.A. from the University of Pittsburgh.
Sponsor: Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas Award

Holding the Line: 
Political Violence in 
America and the 
Implications for 
Democracy
Robert Pape
Friday, November 12, 2021
7:30 p.m.

Gannon University’s Yehl Room 
124 West Seventh Street 
Erie, PA
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•	 The Jefferson Educational Society was created as a nonprofit organization with the 
Pennsylvania Department of State on September 29, 2008. This Institution was founded 
to stimulate community progress through education and research activities. The Jefferson 
Educational Society’s mission also includes a commitment to operate in a non-partisan, non-
denominational manner without a political or philosophical bias.

 •	The Agora Society for Planned Gifts:
	 The Athenian Agora served as the fertile ground from which Democracy and Western 

Thought were born. The Jefferson Educational Society continues the Agora tradition of 
public discourse to seek civic enlightenment and to generate the discussion of ideas. Planned 
gifts provide for the future of the Jefferson Society and are not only a critical source of funds 
for future students, faculty, and programs, but they provide you with the opportunity to 
define your legacy. For more information or to make a gift, please call 814.459.8000 or visit 
The Agora Society website at jeserie.plannedgiving.org.

Renew or Become  
a Member Today!

CALL THE SOCIETY AT 814.459.8000
OR SIGN UP ON OUR WEBSITE AT  

WWW.JESERIE.ORG! 



8

WEEK ONE 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 AT 7:30 P.M.
Labor and civil rights leader Clayola Brown, 
president of A. Phillip Randolph Institute in 
Washington, D.C., will discuss the impact of 
systemic racism in communities of color in a 
program moderated by union leader  
DeWitt Walton of Pittsburgh.
The Impact of Systemic Racism in  
Communities of Color
Location: To be determined

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 AT 7:30 P.M.
Jeffrey Rosen, an American academic, 
author, and commentator on legal affairs, 
leads the National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia, a nonpartisan nonprofit whose 
mission is to educate the public about the 
U.S. Constitution.
An Evening with Jeffrey Rosen, president of the 
National Constitution Center
Location: To be determined

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 AT 7:30 P.M.
Camille Busette, a Brookings Institution 
scholar and an expert on policy reform at the 
local and national levels, will address public 
policy reform to address systemic issues that 
have driven racial inequities for decades. 
With a focus on Erie, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Busette will examine data and trends in Erie 
and comparable metros.
The Power of Policy Reform to Address  
Racial Justice in Erie
Location: To be determined

WEEK TWO

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8 AT 7:30 P.M.
Three distinguished panelists – Barbara 
Perry, Stacy Cordery, and Anita McBride 
– will discuss several former First Ladies 
in a Global Summit program in partnership 
with American University, the First Ladies 
Association for Research and Education, and 
the White House Historical Association.
The History and Role of First Ladies
Location: To be determined

THE JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY’S

GLOBAL SUMMIT XIII

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 AT 7 P.M.
George W. Bush, 43rd President 
of the United States of America 
from 2001 to 2009, will discuss his 
presidency, post-presidency, and 
pressing issues of the day. President 
Bush is the son of the late First Lady 
Barbara Bush and President George 
Herbert Walker Bush.
An Evening with  
President George W. Bush
Location: Bayfront Convention Center,  
1 Sassafras Pier

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 AT 7:30 P.M.
Former White House Chiefs of Staff  
Andrew Card and Mack McLarty will offer  
their insights on the men and presidencies 
of George W. Bush and Bill Clinton, 
respectively. 
A Conversation with Former White House  
Chiefs of Staff
Location: To be determined
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 AT 7:30 P.M.
Presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and 
internationally acclaimed speaker, is making 
her third appearance at the Jefferson Global 
Summit.
The New Deal to Great Society: FDR and LBJ 
Location: To be determined

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AT 7:30 P.M.
Robert Pape, a political scientist at the 
University of Chicago, is the 2021 Thomas B. 
Hagen Dignitas Award recipient. Dr. Pape, an 
Erie native, is a specialist in international  
security affairs.
Holding the Line: Political Violence in America 
and the Implications for Democracy 
Location: To be determined

Monday, November 1  – Friday, November 12
2021 AT A GLANCE

Reserve your seats today at www.jeserie.org   (limited capacity for all programs) 



		
	 Early Bird	 After
	 Prices	 October 22, 2021
Adult Tickets:	 $25	 $35
VIP Tickets*:	 $50	 $60
Adult Pass:	 $150	 $175
VIP Pass*: 	 $300	 $375
*	 VIP tickets and passes provide preferred seating 

** 	 Admission is free to Global Summit XIII events for all Erie County students with enrollment 
validation, such as a student ID; advance registration is required.  

*** 	 Special ticket information for President George W. Bush event Nov. 9:  
	 As part of the agreement with President Bush’s office, registrants for the Nov. 9 event must 

provide to the Jefferson’s Neon ticketing system the names of each person attending the 
Bush event. On the day of the event Nov. 9, ticketholders must show a photo ID that matches 
the name printed on their ticket. Please check the Jefferson website for updates on other event 
details, such as security protocols and a list of prohibited items. 

			 

For more information and to register for  
Global Summit XIII programs, please visit us 

online at www.JESErie.org 
or call us at 814.459.8000.

Visa, MasterCard, AMEX, and Discover accepted.
Payments must be made at registration.

RESERVE YOUR SEATS FOR GLOBAL SUMMIT XIII
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*Schedule subject to change. 
Please check your emails and the JESerie.org 

website for updates and details on the programs, 
including locations.
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Thank You

Thomas Jefferson believed a citizenry that was educated on issues and shared its ideas 
through public discourse had the power to make a difference in the world.

The Jefferson Educational Society of Erie is a strong proponent of that belief, offering courses, seminars,and lectures that explain the ideas that 
formed the past, assist in exploring the present,and offer guidance in creating the future of the Erie region.

3207 State Street
Erie, Pennsylvania
16508-2821

Platinum

Gold Silver

Patron Sponsors

Personal Patrons 
 Maureen Plunkett and Family Anonymous Jefferson Trustee

Bronze

GOHRS
p: (814) 455-0629  ·  f: (814) 454-2718
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AL SUMMIT XIII

Note: All tickets must be purchased prior to the day of the events. There will 
be no ticket sales at the events. Upon registration, tickets will be mailed 
weekly by the Jefferson, and registrants will be able to pick up their tickets at 
the Jefferson, 3207 State St., on Thursdays from 3 to 5 p.m.  
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THE JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIET
Y

TH
E G

LOBAL SUMMIT

GLOBAL SUMMIT SPEAKER SERIES

From a humble start as a two-day conference in 2009, the Jefferson’s annual Global Summit has become 
an annual staple on Erie’s civic calendar. The Summit has become the largest and most esteemed speaker 
series in the region, featuring nearly 100 of the most respected scholars, writers, and leaders in the nation 
since its inception. 

The idea is simple: Invite some of the best thinkers to Erie to tell us about their cutting-edge studies or 
insightful work on important issues, and point the focus on erie and its challenges. The Global Summit 
has grown in number of speakers and attendees each year and remains the signature series of events for 
Jefferson members and the entire Erie regional community.

GLOBAL SUMMIT XI (2019) 
•	 Camille Busette, Patricia Glibert, 

Caitlin Welsh, Avi Loeb, Chuck Hagel, 
Tom Ridge, Sean Spicer, George Will, 
Mary Katharine Ham, Karen Tumulty, 
Alexi McCammond, Steve Scully, 
Michael Smerconish, Edna Greene 
Medford, Susan Page, Eleanor Smeal. 

GLOBAL SUMMIT XII (DIGITAL) (2021) 
 •	Camille Busette, Rashawn Ray, Ali 

Zaidi, Avi Loeb, Rev. Jeffrey Brown, 
Nile Gardiner, Gerald Seib, Dr. 
Michael Saag, Susan Page, Karen 
Tumulty, Dr. Leana Wen, David 
Ignatius, Christopher Hill, April Ryan, 
James and Deborah Fallows.

TOM RIDGE

DAVID IGNATIUS
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Rev. Jeffrey Brown, “architect of the Boston Miracle,” speaks at Global Summit VIII  
on reducing youth and gang violence.

2019
Eleanor Smeal

2021
Robert Pape

Camille Busette of the Brookings Institution talks with  
Erie attorney Nicci Page.

Harvard astrophysicist Avi Loeb 
meets Penn State Behrend 

students in 2019



THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS
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