
ERIE COUNTY WOMEN IN 
WAR TIME



WAR OF 1812

MAKING OF 
THE FLAG



SOURCE: https://www.tumblr.com/search/the%20battle%20of%20lake%20erie

https://www.tumblr.com/search/the%20battle%20of%20lake%20erie


SOURCE: 

https://en.wikipedia.or

g/wiki/Mexican%E2%

80%93American_War

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican%E2%80%93American_War


A CIVIL WAR HOSPITAL AWAY FROM THE 
WAR FRONT 

SOURCE: 

https://www.pinterest.c

h/pin/535435843177

192539/

https://www.pinterest.ch/pin/535435843177192539/


THE AMERICAN 
RED CROSS

FOUNDED BY CLARA BARTON

IN 1883

SOURCE: https://www.redcross.org/

https://www.redcross.org/


CALISTA INGERSOLL GARA

SOURCE: 

https://www.goerie.com/news/2019

1006/women-in-erie-history-you-

should-know-calista-ingersoll-gara

https://www.goerie.com/news/20191006/women-in-erie-history-you-should-know-calista-ingersoll-gara


THE CIVIL WAR     

• THE MONUMENT LADIES AND 

THE CIVIL WAR MONUMENT…

• HELEN BALL

• CAROLINE MOORHEAD

• SARAH REED



SOURCE: https://omniatlas.com/maps/north-america/19621024/plain/

https://omniatlas.com/maps/north-america/19621024/plain/


IDA TARBELL
SERVED ON THE 

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 
OF PRESIDENT 

WILSON’S NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF DEFENSE. 

SOURCE: https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/u-s-history-

99f3d9e9-0d36-483a-bc7e-d06e0f7f521f

https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/u-s-history-99f3d9e9-0d36-483a-bc7e-d06e0f7f521f


WORLD WAR I 

THE RED CROSS



MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER, 

CHARLOTTE AND 
ELIZABETH BATTLES 

OF GIRARD



SOURCE: https://journals.openedition.org/rhei/3474?lang=es

https://journals.openedition.org/rhei/3474?lang=es


THE CAMPFIRE GIRLS MARCHED IN THE 
LIBERTY LOAN PARADE IN ERIE ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 29, 1918.



FARMERETTES

SOURCE: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/before-rosie-the-riveter-farmerettes-

went-to-work-141638628/

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/before-rosie-the-riveter-farmerettes-went-to-work-141638628/


A BASE HOSPITAL SIMILAR TO THE ONE 
WHERE MARGARET CAFLISCH SERVED.  

SOURCE: 

https://history.nebraska.

gov/blog/nebraskas-

wwi-hospital-france

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraskas-wwi-hospital-france




ADENA
MILLER RICH



ERIE DAILY 
TIMES 

APRIL 16, 1925





ESTHER HETZ, 
VOLUNTEER 

PLANE 
SPOTTER

SOURCE: 

https://www.facebook.com/SturgeonHouse/posts/est

her-hetz-was-the-first-woman-to-be-honored-on-the-

buseck-memorial-her-interes/1257676040911044/

https://www.facebook.com/SturgeonHouse/posts/esther-hetz-was-the-first-woman-to-be-honored-on-the-buseck-memorial-her-interes/1257676040911044/


WORLD WAR II

THE RED CROSS 
OFFERED MANY 

WAYS A WOMAN 
COULD HELP IN THE 

WAR EFFORT.

SOURCE: https://europehist.hypotheses.org/files/2017/06/2017-06-29.-

07-01.-Programmflyer-Gender-and-Humanitarianism.pdf

https://europehist.hypotheses.org/files/2017/06/2017-06-29.-07-01.-Programmflyer-Gender-and-Humanitarianism.pdf


ONE OF THE 
MANY STYLES 

OF PINS 
AWARDED TO 

BLOOD 
DONORS





ROSIE THE RIVETERS

SOURCE: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/84231455511348169/

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/84231455511348169/


SOURCE: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w

iki/File:%22WOMEN_IN_WAR_I

NDUSTRY%22_-_NARA_-

_513681.tif

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%22WOMEN_IN_WAR_INDUSTRY%22_-_NARA_-_513681.tif


SKIRTED MILITARY

• WOMEN VOLUNTEERED FOR THE 

WACS (ARMY), WAACS ARMY AIR 

FORCE), WAVES (NAVY) AND 

WOMEN’S RESERVE (MARINE CORPS).

SOURCE: https://akurtzbrand.tumblr.com/post/126508315306/bill-

kelso-mfg-womens-army-corp-1941-poster

https://akurtzbrand.tumblr.com/post/126508315306/bill-kelso-mfg-womens-army-corp-1941-poster


WOMEN JOINED 
SEVERAL BRANCHES 

OF SERVICE.  
MARGARET JONES 

WAS A WAVE  
(WOMEN ACCEPTED 

FOR VOLUNTARY 
SERVICES), 

ORGANIZED IN 1943.



THESE NEWLY COMMISSIONED 
ERIE ENSIGNS ARE SOON OFF TO THEIR

FIRST ASSIGNMENTS.



WOMEN AIR 

SERVICE PILOTS

• U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

SOURCE: 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/284

852745150687742/

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/284852745150687742/


BARBARA 
HAWLEY



MARY KAEHLER
RAUB -

“WHEN AMELIA
EARHART WENT 

DOWN, I WENT UP.”



PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT SIGNED THE NURSES TRAINING ACT 
ON JUNE 15, 1943. ABOUT 170,000 ENTERED THE 

PROGRAM AND 124,000 BECAME RNS.  THE LAST CLASS 
BEGAN TRAINING THE FALL OF 1945. 

SOURCE: 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin

/531002612305128757/

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/531002612305128757/




LOIS ANDERSEN, NURSE CADET CORPS,
GRADUATED FROM HAMOT IN OCTOBER 1946



DESSIE FORD 
ENLISTED IN THE 

NURSES’ CORPS IN 
1942 AND SERVED 

OVERSEAS.





•WAR BRIDES IN ERIE COUNTY

• FEMALE WWII VETERANS ARE 

DYING AT A FAST RATE



• BOBBI JEAN HOVIS

NAVY NURSE CORPS

KOREAN WAR

•



VIETNAM

ABOUT 11,000 
WOMEN WERE 
STATIONED IN 

VIETNAM.  
A HUGE MAJORITY 
(ABOUT 90%) WERE 

NURSES.

SOURCE: 

https://womenyoushouldknow.net/vietnam-

womens-memorial-honoring-265000-

forgotten-women-served/

https://womenyoushouldknow.net/vietnam-womens-memorial-honoring-265000-forgotten-women-served/




SOURCE: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/ATcY-

4poPkLS6iXrtiiEKUJaBPhkOWaBl7AglZ3yDc3HCjOyknv-ohw/

SOURCE: 

https://www.redcrossnyblog.org/2012/09/my-

post-911-red-cross-dress-code.html?m=1

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/ATcY-4poPkLS6iXrtiiEKUJaBPhkOWaBl7AglZ3yDc3HCjOyknv-ohw/
https://www.redcrossnyblog.org/2012/09/my-post-911-red-cross-dress-code.html?m=1


AFGHANISTAN

SOURCE: 

https://www.lifeskills.center/2018_12_04_archive.html

https://www.lifeskills.center/2018_12_04_archive.html


THE BENEDICTINES HAVE LED MANY PEACE 
MOVEMENTS.

RECENT PEACE DEMONSTRATION 

AT PERRY SQUARE IN ERIE, PA.



IT WAS ONCE SAID OF 
WOMEN: “THEY ALSO SERVE 

WHO ONLY STAND AND 
WAIT.”  

OF ERIE COUNTY WOMEN IT 
CAN BE SAID, “THEY ALSO 

SERVE.”


