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Robbie, age 6, at the Brantford Reservation

The last two trips that my wife Mary Ann and I made out west to see kids and
grandkids coincided with the deaths of legendary Canadian musical artists. The




first was Gordon Lightfoot, Ontario singer and guitar player who passed away a
few months ago. Gordon’s death left a hole in my heart but not as big as the one
that was created when Robbie Robertson died a few weeks ago. For me, Robbie
will always be associated with Port Dover since he played there as a young boy of
only 14 with the Ronnie Hawkins Band at the Summer Garden Dance Hall.
Robertson grew up on the Brantford Indian Reservation, a place that has
welcomed me on several occasions as I did research for writing projects. Robbie
split time between Brantford, where his mother lived, and Toronto, where he
stayed with his father. His ethnic identity is unique among North America artists:
Native North American and Jewish.

A self-taught guitarist, Robertson pushed his way into the Ronnie Hawkins Band
at age 14 and revolutionized it with his songwriting and instrumental prowess.
When Hawkins decided to withdraw from regular playing and most of his backup
band left Ontario to return to the American South, Robbie helped organize a
replacement group, which was called “The Band.” Later, Robbie and The Band
became Bob Dylan’s backup group when the legendary American folk singer
decided to “go electric.”

Robbie Robertson during his days with The Band

Robertson made the decision to stop touring in 1976, a life change that was
probably lifesaving. By the time he decided that he was through with rock and roll
touring, he had become a friend of Martin Scorsese, who decided to make a
musical, documentary film to celebrate The Band’s final concert. That
documentary, “The Last Waltz,” is widely regarded as a musical and a filmmaking
masterpiece. The 1976 concert in San Francisco attracted a huge stage filled with
Canadian, American, and other musical luminaries who gathered to celebrate the
“life work” of Robbie Robertson and The Band. Familiar Canadian names,
including Joannie Mitchell, Neil Young, and Ronnie Hawkins, were on stage with
musicians Ringo Star, Bob Dylan, Emmy Lou Harris, Van Morrison, Muddy
Waters, Mavis Staples, and guitar master Eric Clapton.



The Last Waltz

The Last Waltz was far from the end of Robbie’s body of work. Between 1978 and
2023, Robertson and Martin Scorsese collaborated on 12 film projects. Scorsese
trusted Robertson, who was never a formally trained musician, to create the film
scores for his most influential films. Scorsese is quoted as having said he and
Robertson would discuss the “gestalt” of each film score, after which Robertson
would create something that did not sound like a typical movie soundtrack — the
precise objective that both men were seeking.

The Woodland Centre at Brantford’s Six Nations of the Grand River

If you were to ask Robbie Robertson to choose his most important work, however,
he might nominate his contributions to the Brantford Reserve, where he grew up
with his mother listening to native elders who were storytellers. In his
autobiography, he suggests that it was the spiritual storytelling of Iroquois elders
that inspired his songwriting. Robertson was instrumental in the creation of the
Woodland Cultural Centre, which was built on the campus of the old (terrible)
mission school. He continued to contribute to programs at the Six Nations of the



Grand River Reserve in Bradford, hoping to inspire young native artists to grow
in a variety of disciplines. Thanks to the support of Robertson and others, the
center has grown and thrived. After Robertson’s death, his family asked that
contributions be sent to the Woodland Centre.

Exhibit opening at the Woodland Cultural Centre

Many of the last decades of Robertson’s career were dedicated to his native roots.
Among his personal productions of writing, music, art and other projects that he
sponsored and or produced were with young native artists. There also were
dozens of recordings and several books. One of his personal favorites was the




powerful religious story of Hiawatha & The Great Peacemaker, which was told
repeatedly by elders at the reservation when he was growing up.
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Robertson’s acclaimed “Music for Native Americans” album
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Hiawatha and the Great Peacemaker

I will always associate Robbie Robertson with Port Dover, our neighbors to the
north and my adopted second home. When I sit on the town pier on quiet
evenings, sorting through memories of my times there, I imagine a 14-year-old




native boy with a guitar playing at the Summer Garden. Eventually, like Robbie
Robertson, we all depart this Earth, but shadow memories continue.

Summer Garden Farewell
“The night is chill, the ballroom deserted
The sound of dancing feet is gone
The sound of music has faded away
There is no sound of voices, they have disappeared
There is no laughter
Farewell, dear old lady Summer Garden.
There are tears I cannot hide, so I smile and say as the flames die
Smoke gets in my eyes...”

Don “Pop” Ivey, who owned and operated the Summer Garden where Robbie and
his friends played as the house band, wrote this sad 1979 testimonial to the place
after it burned down.

The Summer Garden on the beach at Port Dover
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Robbie Robertson, at center stage left, plays a white, solid body guitar. Pop Ivey is at left in a white suit.




Accidental Paradise Available at TRECF!

Accidental Paradise
by Dr. David Frew and Jerry Skrypzak

ACCIDENTAL PARADISE
13,000-Year History of Presque Isle
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The beautiful book on Presque Isle published by authors David

Frew and Jerry Skrypzak - “Accidental Paradise: 13,000-Year History of
Presque Isle” - is on sale at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center’s gift
shop and through a special website, AccidentalParadise.com.

The book, priced at $35 plus tax and shipping, can be ordered now through
the website sponsored by the TREC Foundation, AccidentalParadise.com.

Presque Isle Gallery and Gifts on the main floor of TREC, located at 301
Peninsula Drive, Suite #2, Erie, PA 16505 will also handle sales daily from 10 a.m.
to4 p.m.

For more information, send an email to aperino@TRECF.org.
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To watch "Accidental Paradise: Stories Behind The Stories" click here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Historian and author David Frew, Ph.D., is a
Scholar-in-Residence at the JES. An
emeritus professor at Gannon University, he
held a variety of administrative positions
during a 33-year career. He is also emeritus
director of the Erie County Historical
Society/Hagen History Center and is
president of his own management
consulting business. Frew has written or co-
written 35 books and more than 100 articles, cases, and papers.

In Case You Missed It

Jefferson Report | Transatlantic Idea-Sharing Can Lead to Just
Economic Future written by JES Vice President Ben Speggen

The Wider World | Prigozhin May Be Dead, but Wagner Lives
On written by President of DC Analytics Diane Chido

Truth in Love | Facing our Fears: Examining Barriers to Seeking Mental
Health Services within BIPOC Communities written by Jefferson
Scholar-in-Residence Dr. Parris J. Baker and Dr. Adrienne Dixon

Probing Education | Series Summary and Conclusions (Part
Two) written by Director of the Brock Institute for Mega Issues
Education Rev. Charles Brock

Be Well | Champing at the Bit to Halt Charley Horse written by health
and wellness expert Debbie DeAngelo

Book Notes #156 | Gary Snyder: Beyond the “Beats” written by
Jefferson Scholar-in-Residence Dr. Andrew Roth



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001EIJ4bWInbAgZbfubFkRC6CJbiNPBnDNmlUevQbPeCp1CHyPy1PudVSoSqIsYDhcADYmNoBPGxBZ1-4y1KleSguYPYDvB1zSMRerJBfcuaLH0e3z_VX77sufLH-MJ5RyfuLkHkTbnhg5-strVFZTtBg%3d%3d%26c%3dWAaU3N0-L4YGB3ynOn-kUkgM_yiuLjPWr84Za7eXf1C6hqLg9eYUwQ%3d%3d%26ch%3dCjD0a-KMcO9BAvzxTmthj-rGDyoqC43eKwiy7Xv9UvzdH29THLJyEw%3d%3d&c=E,1,f5AU98cIXa2CiIiD13gPISrTSHWS0TIWCyknpzaeuUXqeXElNIf15uwvYHY-7YtMBVT4tN4Xjm7fFb55FTUw_SjH4t1rO1sq-eKH7s7cDZqOccQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BDYWJ9G_sDP76ngAFTlqZb-qZxh6OSej40aBVDeJoaNPeRjPyGtGPF3RtjhRGmMDI5maOUIFXdrmBjiZljB2AKFcolH52bCr5w%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,g5O85mPgbDJKKyc4ctO_-N6GGhjsyyizganZ0uZju-I8K0SuCSIuhcAOR9ARFLbXSmefxhg2uBTAb9H6L-9HqwHSD8_qetKw7Ot_0Fi_ohzB0Wka&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BDYWJ9G_sDP76ngAFTlqZb-qZxh6OSej40aBVDeJoaNPeRjPyGtGPF3RtjhRGmMDI5maOUIFXdrmBjiZljB2AKFcolH52bCr5w%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,g5O85mPgbDJKKyc4ctO_-N6GGhjsyyizganZ0uZju-I8K0SuCSIuhcAOR9ARFLbXSmefxhg2uBTAb9H6L-9HqwHSD8_qetKw7Ot_0Fi_ohzB0Wka&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BF7AbMt8VNb664F7jvBg84OJdTq3RX0Lh_-XYIwvpDOwwIHJRxnN1gDCjIoZKbUlfi9_Et0InI9U-cwVs6tNopDZI49HjMGLIw%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,1fqZDTlQ6b1-NmBmhmYu2knOgK6_t0aJK9mum1sjPhmSyLV-pqi9yAeXjz1rk-1J_QuttfTz58j9ndI43FDq80Xb_4kMkutx8O-40631Avf8wQtK6j5-0Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BF7AbMt8VNb664F7jvBg84OJdTq3RX0Lh_-XYIwvpDOwwIHJRxnN1gDCjIoZKbUlfi9_Et0InI9U-cwVs6tNopDZI49HjMGLIw%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,1fqZDTlQ6b1-NmBmhmYu2knOgK6_t0aJK9mum1sjPhmSyLV-pqi9yAeXjz1rk-1J_QuttfTz58j9ndI43FDq80Xb_4kMkutx8O-40631Avf8wQtK6j5-0Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BCixw5Wxid3cOnxpkduXdu7VXUxk8HDloj-NgMevAtwtHAmTeTnhDY2vgidFg2CnOM9_MkJOkbRZhsUChQlGZoXGHUMZ-d4IQw%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,--3QhOddYK-1e3cxv_HBqafz9bRTQuU2S6xtvfQo0JGSWUwnsjFNdo9quyM0zyc7er-M-bsA1BXU-7TSb4W-SJfzDJrjpv-9B3oC8saHG--Ofw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BCixw5Wxid3cOnxpkduXdu7VXUxk8HDloj-NgMevAtwtHAmTeTnhDY2vgidFg2CnOM9_MkJOkbRZhsUChQlGZoXGHUMZ-d4IQw%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,--3QhOddYK-1e3cxv_HBqafz9bRTQuU2S6xtvfQo0JGSWUwnsjFNdo9quyM0zyc7er-M-bsA1BXU-7TSb4W-SJfzDJrjpv-9B3oC8saHG--Ofw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BF--oS7CaiBXn1o6-sOta0_zEpoQignibfjNO77pj9pO_BFEDoj-t4He1jQBQ3FCmbcjRenCOmJdfX6Doh-2QnlYe0-0SkFudQ%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,0fVKdAIsy5wkK_5J9SuujQHnZGz32UuWKQlDxn1t0CK3Uz7weGmoYO7H6IcKlfPfRpzhrAsiDpv-oWdFwsgo_DY6atUaY65-2a-BSaRdlebtVWZO1DXTHw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BF--oS7CaiBXn1o6-sOta0_zEpoQignibfjNO77pj9pO_BFEDoj-t4He1jQBQ3FCmbcjRenCOmJdfX6Doh-2QnlYe0-0SkFudQ%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,0fVKdAIsy5wkK_5J9SuujQHnZGz32UuWKQlDxn1t0CK3Uz7weGmoYO7H6IcKlfPfRpzhrAsiDpv-oWdFwsgo_DY6atUaY65-2a-BSaRdlebtVWZO1DXTHw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BF--oS7CaiBXZXp4P6JZ6UVij42JTuUM5Xzs-A83K8w8dXtpO1WHgPhwERhWifFtmC8atfSq8CSOxUbzPWPP5FL8P_kUftXvhg%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,9gO1kMeoQATzualsyQU9tX43WK8OOME9GdJUXrI2zOPSRs9zhxYCom4pcgc-nE4Z200ijJBxYhFA0FYuYPyPgACsR3K3fORCRd8GgdQuHOp00VKy&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013uXMBPYLWNcXiBZJLwvryvhLzTWUzbShBha-QJdZPNvBQSxFh0c8BJTc2HN1OF1KAKpzBszwMm4z7eetIKbGbcwOilcQxWd8L1zpi9Jxs1lRxuTRQtJ_6BSVQoighMkwmXpgIQbEau0Nf4TDKqJg6A%3d%3d%26c%3dT8dl52AygQuUFGMOgvaaz0IQQ3cqEq3DlJ0AUa7zmKAdMfriO1lIug%3d%3d%26ch%3d9gRrC9NmjKVe51aBZJ2miEeGI7KODxiGZEuzEoNpnDLceuzwcFsNJA%3d%3d&c=E,1,nlI_JZ2rJ-P1hvZJGcoqhX85quAu5mYQbB2ntg9fqZIjnPVpXjW7kGZHTyic8oT955pOpAwxNO76UemBjmSFEYlDncCgv_usetOWExqzCxvaNHrnOg,,&typo=1

GE's Erie Works: Some Kids Seemed ‘Lucky’ written by Jefferson
Scholar-in-Residence Dr. David Frew
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