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An official Raleigh coupon 
 



There was a perpetual cloud of smoke in my house when I was a kid. A blue-gray 
haze hovered over the parlor where my live-in maternal grandmother spent much 
of her time. The culprit? The Raleigh cigarettes that she, my mother, and many of 
our relatives consumed. Our home was not unique. Many of my friends had 
similar home clouds during the 1950s, a magical time when few if any people 
understood the health issues associated with smoking. For my family, the toxicity 
of smoking was almost certainly accelerated by the huge number of cigarettes 
smoked, which was in turn driven by clever marketing.  

 

 

 

Sir Walter Raleigh 
 

The Brown & Williamson Tobacco Company, maker of Raleigh and several other 
cigarette brands, used patriotic references to American history in combination 
with a brilliantly conceived coupon program to attract smokers. The cigarettes 
were named after Sir Water Raleigh, a romantic character from the early days of 
American exploration. Raleigh traveled to the coast of today’s North Carolina 
from England, where he encountered tobacco and potatoes. Native North 
Americans had been using tobacco for centuries, but it was unknown in Europe. 
Sir Walter returned to England and introduced an entire continent to tobacco, 
essentially launching an enormous industry as well as a trade route relationship 
between Europe and the Americas. Tobacco drove the economies for more than a 
century and became a component of the slave trade.  
 
Part of Raleigh’s appeal was that he was considered a bit of a rogue, having so 
annoyed the Queen of England that he was eventually placed in prison. But his 
legacy in the United Sates grew. Much of the tobacco country that evolved in the 
Carolinas bears his imprint, including the modern city of Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 



 

 

Raleigh cigarettes carried the image of Sir Walter. 
 

To encourage smokers to overconsume each pack came with an official looking 
coupon (extra coupons were given to those who purchased by the carton) which 
could be redeemed for premiums. And there was a large catalog filled with 
wonderful items that smokers could get, for free, by redeeming their coupons.  

 

 

 

The Raleigh Coupon Catalogue 
 

The Raleigh coupon stash at my house was housed in a sacred corner of a kitchen 
cupboard, and each time a new pack or carton of cigarettes was opened the 
accompanying coupon (or coupons) were immediately transferred to the vault. 
Adjacent to rubber-banded stacks of coupons, a sheet of paper was taped to the 
cupboard door. The tally sheet contained a continuous running total of coupons. 
In a strange way, the coupon system at my house symbolized “hope.” And 



everyone knew exactly what we were hoping to acquire with our Raleigh coupons: 
a beautiful new, folding wooden card table.  
 
My grandmother was a very cool lady. She called a spade a spade and often 
decorated her day-to-day language with salty sailor language. In a nice way, of 
course. She wandered about the house with a cigarette hanging from her lips and 
was somehow able to smoke almost perpetually without touching the cigarette 
with her hands. But her coolest skills involved card playing. She knew the rules to 
every game and was able to shuffle a deck of cards with the magician-like skills of 
a Los Vegas card croupier. Playing cards would literally leap from her fingers as 
she performed the magical shuffle.  
 
While other neighborhood grandmas that I knew focused their attention on 
instructing grandchildren to read books or perform domestic tasks, such as 
cooking or cleaning, she was teaching me to play cards. And to shuffle. Her very 
favorite game was “Canasta,” a wildly popular card game during the 1950s. 
Canasta, also known as Argentinian Rummy, was developed in 1939 and spread 
to the United States as well as Europe during the post-World War II era.  

 

 

 

At its peak, Canasta was marketed in an attractive giftbox that contained a plastic player’s rack. 
 

 

 



The player’s rack 
 

Eventually the family “dream” came true. We managed to save enough coupons 
to redeem a beautiful folding table from the catalog. The Canasta playing tray with 
its two decks of cards was firmly taped to the center of the table, which became a 
permanent bit of household furniture. The beloved table remained in the open 
position and was placed in a corner of the parlor so that it was always a simple 
matter to start a game.  
 
The Canasta table tenure seemed to last forever. For a little kid. Sadly, however, 
my grandmother began to experience prolonged coughing spells, sometimes with 
blood. As the coughing slowly increased, her energy faltered, and she lost interest 
in cards. I remember going with my mother to take her to a doctor’s office several 
times. Amazingly, from a modern perspective, the office had the same blue haze 
that characterized our home: a thick cloud of cigarette smoke. A doctor’s office 
with ashtrays? Even more astonishing was the doctor who, himself, seemed to be 
perpetually smoking and had no suspicions of the cause of her illness. He wore a 
white coat, a stethoscope and a cigarette. What an image.  

 

 

 

The table 
 

Eventually my grandmother passed away. We folded the table, put it away, and 
stopped playing Canasta.  

 

  

 

Subscribe to JES Publications 
Mailing List!  

 

 

Support JES | Donate  
 

 

  

 

  

Accidental Paradise Available at TRECF! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001kKuFndsksRTFO4MdlBc1hTbGsgTlqqkHI9KEzxkRI0HDDXdMmW_GUZFyQb6JJ9kFqQqh0akxzlw1byxLgoVc-Q59tSxKw4TGxBef68ikZ8PcP6bFr93N9Dmh0pzeIVWz9oGRwnJePwesEAt8XEks9k05RO75i5VZ%26c%3d3K8I6m2JX8liWVwgzRqg_DVqP_hrS5POYgWNHzP2A18TNdIl38FafQ%3d%3d%26ch%3d5IohoVIUwjbgnHnUvQL6XJ2S9TMs74nkhQsKhNssbzejFHGpgc3aNQ%3d%3d&c=E,1,11Ciz9gY2qT0KvR0cdavEZOmQU4fcmGZs5ro0lcw87pHoYP45v3I4RWKlKFfLMLLRCS3_30OO1Y0vzXIA9ClyikhIpzv1bamNi6OIIcA6I1LUg1Qip68&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001kKuFndsksRTFO4MdlBc1hTbGsgTlqqkHI9KEzxkRI0HDDXdMmW_GUZFyQb6JJ9kFqQqh0akxzlw1byxLgoVc-Q59tSxKw4TGxBef68ikZ8PcP6bFr93N9Dmh0pzeIVWz9oGRwnJePwesEAt8XEks9k05RO75i5VZ%26c%3d3K8I6m2JX8liWVwgzRqg_DVqP_hrS5POYgWNHzP2A18TNdIl38FafQ%3d%3d%26ch%3d5IohoVIUwjbgnHnUvQL6XJ2S9TMs74nkhQsKhNssbzejFHGpgc3aNQ%3d%3d&c=E,1,11Ciz9gY2qT0KvR0cdavEZOmQU4fcmGZs5ro0lcw87pHoYP45v3I4RWKlKFfLMLLRCS3_30OO1Y0vzXIA9ClyikhIpzv1bamNi6OIIcA6I1LUg1Qip68&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001kKuFndsksRTFO4MdlBc1hTbGsgTlqqkHI9KEzxkRI0HDDXdMmW_GUV3W6Q3EGXls_hLV66vmrxxuqHk30AJh-ZSnwTqAi6JCKuHqqfZyi9RLSBrLR9T9TmOprHXbVBPNDn2W9tjqk59naDaJNg5AT_WvoS0TxHeM%26c%3d3K8I6m2JX8liWVwgzRqg_DVqP_hrS5POYgWNHzP2A18TNdIl38FafQ%3d%3d%26ch%3d5IohoVIUwjbgnHnUvQL6XJ2S9TMs74nkhQsKhNssbzejFHGpgc3aNQ%3d%3d&c=E,1,eWVYVwp0D_u5QRDmSK48DL9ETU9ykacqEK-Y8BOHo2HEaV1_xI6NVbDeon0mOc3wIIiBUCZF2VezFopyfQ_t8-RMQWKCgBboeEQLZ12MUzhU11prLCUR&typo=1


 

Accidental Paradise 

by Dr. David Frew and Jerry Skrypzak  
 

  

  

 

The beautiful book on Presque Isle published by authors David 
Frew and Jerry Skrypzak – “Accidental Paradise: 13,000-Year History of 
Presque Isle” – is on sale at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center’s gift 
shop and through a special website, AccidentalParadise.com.  
 

The book, priced at $35 plus tax and shipping, can be ordered now through 
the website sponsored by the TREC Foundation, AccidentalParadise.com.  
 

Presque Isle Gallery and Gifts on the main floor of TREC, located at 301 
Peninsula Drive, Suite #2, Erie, PA 16505 will also handle sales daily from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  
 

For more information, send an email to aperino@TRECF.org.  
 

To watch "Accidental Paradise: Stories Behind The Stories" click here.  
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