Book Notes #75 2.0
October 2021

By Jefferson Scholar-in-Residence
Dr. Andrew Roth

More Thoughts and Corrections on Turning 75

Originally this week’s Book Notes was slated to take a look at James
Shapiro’s Shakespeare in a Divided America, but we will save that for next
week because I want to do two things in this very short Note. I know, I know –
I frequently violate the caution that brevity is the soul of wit. A friend once told
me that if you ask me the time, I’ll tell you how to make a clock –
but this Note will be short. First, I want to thank all those readers who emailed
me their enjoyment of last week’s Book Notes #75 “On Turning 75.” Your
comments, insights and sometimes critiques are always appreciated. Thank you!
Next, exercising the Editor’s “blue pencil,” there are several technical
corrections and one significant addition I want to make to last week’s Note “On
Turning 75.” The technical corrections are necessary out of respect for the poets I
quoted, but the addition is essential for it was somehow omitted and was the
major point of the essay.
In last week’s Note, the formatting for quotations from Rolfe Humphries’ “Polo
Grounds” and Jenny Joseph’s “Warning” were inadvertently smooshed into
italicized and prosy looking paragraphs. Out of respect for Humphries and
Joseph, here is how they should have appeared:
from Polo Grounds by Rolfe Humphries
Time is of the essence. The crowd and players

Are the same age always, but the man in the crowd
Is older every season …
The complete “Polo Grounds” can be found here .
from Warning by Jenny Joseph
When I am an old woman I shall wear purple
With a red hat which doesn't go, and doesn't suit me.
And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves
And satin sandals, and say we've no money for butter.
I shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired
And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells
And run my stick along the public railings
And make up for the sobriety of my youth.
I shall go out in my slippers in the rain
And pick flowers in other people's gardens
And learn to spit …
The complete version of Jenny Joseph’s marvelous “Warning” can be found here.
Also, the correct title of Dylan Thomas’ third poem cited last week is not
“His In My Craft or Sullen Art,” but simply “In My Craft and Sullen Art,” the
complete version of which can be found here.
More important to the sense of the essay was the accidental deletion of three
paragraphs at the very end that attempted to summarize what to me is the most
important lesson to be learned from the unescapable realization that one dies.
And that is, that meditating upon the inevitability of one’s own death can lead to
either despair or an affirmation of life as one answer’s Shakespeare and Camus’
“To be or not to be …” with a resounding “Yes” to life. Which then leads, as the
first of the omitted paragraphs begins, to the question “How to live?”
Here are the omitted paragraphs (I have intentionally italicized them to set them
off from the body of this Note):
So, in thinking about life, the question becomes “How to live?” Only you can
answer that question for you, but the Buddha gives as good an answer as any.
Probably apocryphal – I’ve not been able to find it or any close approximation
in The Dhammapada or any of the sutras – the Buddha is alleged to have
replied after being asked if God existed, “Since unprovable, that is an
uninteresting question; the task is, in the absence of an answer to that question,
to live an ethical life and to die with no regrets.”
Sounds simple; it isn’t. It’s the work of a lifetime.
From my admittedly limited and, being human, imperfect perspective, I suggest
that in thinking about aging and death, which is really thinking about living, one
ought (a moral word) to live by caring for others, particularly those for whom
one is responsible; to make such amends as one can and to atone for such
wrongs as one has done, especially those lapses in caring for those in one’s care;
to find something one loves to do and someone with whom to share it, so that, as
Ovid says, “When death comes, let it find me at my work.” [1]

As noted, it “sounds simple,” but it isn’t. All of the world’s major religions have as
their fundamental ethic the exhortation to treat other people as you would have
them treat you. If only it were that easy, but as history gives eloquent and often
tragic testimony, it may be the most difficult thing humans are tasked with doing.
So, what to do? You could do worse than Socrates, of whom Montaigne writes,
“There is nothing more notable in Socrates than that he found time, when he was
an old man, to learn music and dancing, and thought it time well spent.” [2]
And, of course, you can always learn from Mary Oliver, who said:
from Wild Geese
You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees
for a hundred miles through the desert repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body
love what it loves. [3]
The complete “Wild Geese” can be found here.
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JES Global Summit XIII
Buy Your Tickets Today!
JES Global Summit XIII is just around the corner, and tickets are now available
for purchase on our website. The Jefferson is excited to be back in action this fall
with in-person events! Global Summit XIII will take place in-person with events

from November 1 through 12.
Our keynote speaker this year is none other than President George W. Bush! This
program, moderated by Steve Scully, longtime Global Summit chairman and
Senior Vice President of Communications for the Bipartisan Policy Center in
Washington, D.C., will include an exclusive conversation with President Bush who
will discuss the challenges facing the nation in the 21st century and the powers of
freedom.
Gov. Tom Ridge, inaugural Secretary of Homeland Security, was instrumental in
organizing President George W. Bush's event for this Global Summit. Ridge, who
served two terms as Governor of Pennsylvania, will also participate in this
program through a Q&A session with Steve Scully.
Click the link below to read the full speaker biographies and event descriptions, as
well as purchase tickets for the events you are interested in. Hurry! Tickets go
fast. We can't wait to see you back at the Jefferson!

Important to Note:
For questions, please call the Jefferson at 814.459.8000.
Physical tickets will be mailed out to registrants in the coming weeks,
please make sure that your contact info, including mailing address, is up to
date on your account.
We accept annual memberships on a rolling basis. New members are still
able to apply member benefits to GS XIII tickets at this time. Become a
member today!
All attendees will be required to wear masks if Erie County is in the
“substantial” or “high” transmission rate of community spread on the day of
an event. Attendees must also provide proof of full vaccination or a negative
Covid-19 test within the last 72 hours. Please see our FULL Covid-19
policy here.

Click here to buy
tickets!
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