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As the United States of America enters its 
250th year as an independent nation, we 

stop and reflect on the vision of our Founding 
Fathers. At the Jefferson Educational Society, 
one of those founders sticks out above the 
rest: “If a nation expects to be ignorant and 
free,” said Thomas Jefferson, “it expects 
what never was and never will be.” His vision 
of preserving liberty has always hinged on 
his belief that education of the masses is 
necessary. At a time when people may feel 
overwhelmed by national and global problems, 
disconnected from decision-making, and begin 
to lose trust, education is a powerful tool to 
regain control. As Jefferson said, “Enlighten the 
people generally, and tyranny and oppressions 
of body and mind will vanish like evil spirits at 
the dawn of day.”
The visions of the founders that set forth the 
United States of America remain, of course, 
a work in progress. Over the past year, the 
JES worked to serve its mission to provide 
education and information to the community 
by serving as a gathering place where those 
who may not always see eye to eye can gather 
shoulder to shoulder –– and even screen to 
screen in the 21st century –– to learn from 
and with one another through programs, 
publications, and more. A look back on the 
past year offers reflection to power the work 
ahead.
In 2025, when nearly 8,000 people gathered 
at Erie Insurance Arena to hear from former 
President Barack Obama in September or 
when over 3,000 packed into the Bayfront 
Convention Center to hear from Neil deGrasse 
Tyson, they weren’t just attending Global 
Summit events; they were practicing engaged 
citizenship. When the JES’s Civic Leadership 
Academy researched population decline and 
proposed viable solutions, cohort members 
weren’t just completing an assignment; they 
were serving their community. Citizens do 
have agency, and good citizenship leverages 
education and civic engagement to maintain 
the freedom that has defined our country for 
250 years. The JES exists to cultivate those 
ideals.
Education remains at the forefront of our 
mission, and this year, the Jefferson not only 
hosted 64 programs at its headquarters in 
Erie, but it hosted 55 programs at its satellite 
locations — the Corry Higher Education 
Council, Erie Center for Arts & Technology, 
Lincoln Community Center Library, and at 
the Harborcreek Township municipal building 
— and posted over 125 videos to its YouTube 
channel as an online viewing option to make 

programming accessible. Global Summit XVII 
brought together over 15,000 people for 17 
events, where participants learned about 
politics from former Vice President Mike Pence 
and former Ambassadors Michael McFaul 
and Mark Gitenstein, while Pro Football 
Hall of Fame quarterback Jim Kelly and St. 
Bonaventure’s Adrian “Woj” Wojnarowski 
talked sports, and Henry Louis Gates Jr. and 
Juan Williams spoke about history and its 
impact on people today, among many others. 
Awarded the Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas 
Award, Dr. Jane Arbuckle Petro returned to her 
roots in Erie to speak about the empathy and 
humility that drove her to perform surgeries on 
all seven continents, mostly on mission trips to 
serve otherwise underserved populations.
Robert Garland, the Roy D. and Margaret B. 
Wooster Emeritus Professor of the Classics at 
Colgate University, returned to the JES stage 
for another week-long residency in 2025. 
Garland, who first presented in Erie during 
2023’s Global Summit and premiered the JES’s 
first-of-its-kind week-long residency in 2024, 
spent his week in 2025 exploring “turning 
points” in history, actions that in the course of 
a day changed our lives forever. 

In 2025, the JES doubled down on residencies, 
hosting a second with Jay Cost, acclaimed 
author and the Gerald R. Ford Nonresident 
Senior Fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute. Cost spent his week examining the 
period of the American founding, the era in 
which the United States established a new 
constitutional order, through the perspectives 
of those who lived and shaped it to appreciate 
its full complexity.     

Mary Lincoln, dear friend of JES, Dr. Robert 
Garland, and JES team members, Chelsea Oliver 
and Christine Gerlock, enjoyed Asbury Woods’ 
Wine in the Woods event during Garland’s 
Speaker-in-Residence week in Erie.

That complexity is something that we 
continually talk about and break down in 
the publications division. This year, the JES 
produced 88 publications on a wide range of 
subjects. 
JES Scholars-in-Residence Parris Baker, Diane 
Chido, David Frew, and Andy Roth all continued 
their widely-read respective series, “Truth in 
Love,” “The Wider World, “On the Waterfront,” 
and “Book Notes,” looking at local, national, 
and global history and news of the day. JES 
Scholar-in-Residence and Ukrainian native 
Lena Surzhko-Harned focused a series on 
international relations that drew lessons from 
failed democratization and what they stand to 
teach about democratic erosion today. 
JES copy editor Chloe Forbes also debuted 
a series about the collapse of the traditional 
news model and what it looks like for that 
model to evolve in a digital age. She wrote 
of various solutions that are beginning to 
emerge to maintain trust, information, and 
connectedness, and how citizens must play a 
role in this media revolution, at a time when 
many newsrooms continue to shrink, if not 
shutter.
The Men in Crisis series also took shape in 
2025, with JES contributor Jeff Bloodworth 



4

bringing to the forefront the social crises that 
plague modern men, driving some to succumb 
to despair. The first four entries included 
voices from various scholars on the history of 
masculinity and how culture and politics have 
changed the picture. 
In 2025, the JES produced three Tribute 
profiles: Thomas B. Hagen: A Study in 
Leadership; The Story of Denise Illig Robison 
Mullen; and Bruce Raimy: Businessman and 
Civic Leader. Each tribute dived into the 
history and importance of each person to 
the Erie region and beyond with their many 
contributions. 
These profiles are powerful reminders of how 
good citizens act. Like President Theodore 
Roosevelt said, “The first requisite of a good 
citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be 
able and willing to pull his weight.”
The JES strives to create space for people 
to enter the arena rather than criticize it. 
Roosevelt’s philosophy that citizenship 
requires effort, learning, and participation, 
rather than spectatorship, shapes the “think 
tank” work of the JES, evident with its adult, 
lifelong learning-styled programming – 
from its Community Conversations series 
that connects residents with leaders and 
stakeholders for updates and idea-sharing on 
local-level initiatives, ideas, and action, to the 
wide range of lectures presented by local and 
regional scholars and experts. 
It also includes the various courses the JES 
offers. In 2015, the JES again partnered with 
the Foreign Policy Association to offer “Great 
Decisions,” a seminar-styled course in which 
participants dive into critical global issues with 
national- and local-level implications. The JES 
also continued its longest-standing course, 
“Great Conversations,” in which attendees 
read a range of materials – from the classics to 
notable contemporary works. 
Roosevelt said, “Do what you can, with what 
you have, where you are.” The JES seeks to 
expand what tools Erie area residents have 
at their disposal to become educated and 

create change – and that means working with 
others for the greater cause. In 2025, the 
JES partnered with many local organizations 
to provide programming and scholarship, 
including the Hagen History Center, Gannon 
University, Erie’s Black Wall Street, and Lake 
Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) 
to expand upon its offerings at the benefit of 
the larger community. 
Further engaging with all corners of the 
community, the JES took the step after 
education — action — as the JES’s Civic 
Leadership Academy welcomed its largest class 
of nearly 30 participants this year. JCLA cohort 
members met with state and local officials to 
understand the issue of population decline and 
how best to adapt to the current moment of 
loss in the hopes of building a better future. 
The JES understands that everyone needs a 
voice in that future and provides scholarships 
so young people in the field can take part in 
JCLA, as well as provide free admission to all 
programming, including Global Summit events, 
for students. JCLA is for younger professionals 
to learn leadership skills through group action 
in the community while the Raimy Fellowship 
Program enables JCLA participants to research 
and act on a practical policy problem of their 
interest. 

In 2025, Raimy Fellowship graduate Bradley 
Thompson presented his research on “Multi-
Generational Leadership: Guiding Age-Diverse 
Work Groups,” focusing on how to bring 
people together. Raimy Fellow Sarah McCall 
made the case for “The Role of Public Libraries 
in Addressing the Loneliness Crisis,” and 
Fellows Jacob Jones and Katie Phillips teamed 
up to raise up “Hidden Voices: The Unheard 
Struggles of Students.” 
Alyson Eagle hosted a day-long workshop for 
women in leadership as part of her “Still We 
Rise: Overcoming the Barriers of Aspiring 
Female Leaders” project. Kathryn DiVittorio 
was motivated by her fellowship project, 
“Realizing the Need for an Autism Support 
School and Hub in Rural Pennsylvania,” that 
she opened her own rural autism support 
center in Corry. 
Each of these successes are examples of how 
citizens who play the role of problem-solver 
can make more of a difference than mere 
consumers of government services. President 

John F. Kennedy said, “Let us not seek the 
Republican answer or the Democratic answer, 
but the right answer.” The JES aims to achieve 
those answers and that feeling of control in 
today’s social, economic, and political climate. 
We can’t do it alone, though.
If the protection of our rights lasts only as long 
as the performance of our responsibilities, it 
falls to us to continue using our liberties to their 
full potential through staying informed and 
making sure that future generations have that 
chance, too. The Agora Circle is a community 
of our most engaged and visionary supporters 
who believe in the JES mission to promote 
civic enlightenment and drive community 
progress through education, dialogue, and 
leadership, and want to see it sustained – and 
in 2025, both the number of members and 
their support grew since its launch in 2024. 
These members understand what Jefferson, 
Roosevelt, and Kennedy all knew: democracy 
is not automatic. It requires investment — of 
time, talent, and resources.
As we reflect on America’s first 250 years 
and the JES’s first 18 years, particularly the 
most recent years, we see clearly that the 
arc of progress bends toward communities 
that choose education over complacency, 
engagement over apathy, and action over 
complaint. In 2025, Erie chose wisely. 
Thousands participated in programs, engaged 
in dialogue, researched solutions, and 
supported civic infrastructure. They proved 
that citizens do have agency, that local action 
does create change, and that informed dialogue 
does build stronger democracy. 
The work continues. And we invite you to be 
part of it — whether by attending a program, 
reading our publications, participating in JCLA, 
or joining the Agora Circle. 
Because, as Jefferson reminded us, the 
people are “the only sure reliance for 
the preservation of our liberty.” And the 
Jefferson Educational Society remains 
committed to ensuring those people are 
educated, engaged, and empowered. 
Here’s to the next 250 years and the 
ongoing work of citizenship that will 
define them.

Dr. Jay Cost joins JES Vice President Ben 
Speggen for a quick picture during his Speaker-
in-Residence week at the JES.

JES Scholars-in-Residence, Dr. David Frew and 
Dr. Andy Roth enjoy a “Bayrats and Bookworms” 
themed cake after their celebratory presentation 
of their 200 publications, each.

Kyle Churman, co-owner of Werner Books, smiles 
with Michael McFaul after his Global Summit 
event and book signing.
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Leslie Williamson 
Ann Wisniewski 
Michelle Woltz 
Donna Wood 
Philip Zacks 
Debbie and James Zahler 

Marie Jarema 
Candice and John Kemp 
Eric and Sue Kisch 
Ed Kissell 
Mary Kissell 
Susan Knapp 
Leigh Kostis 
Anne Marie Kumhera 
Joseph Kwashnak 
Cheryl Lamb 
BJ and Barb Lechner 
Theresa Letkiewicz 
Judith Libbey 
Patty Lightner 
Juan Llarena 
Kathy Mastantuono 
Larry Mays 
Judy Meyn 
Hayes Miller 
Julie Monocello 
Susan Murawski 
Diane Murphy 
Steven Nachman 
Lori Nemenz 
Gary Nichols 
Janice Nuber 
Nancy Oneill 
Josie Osiecki 
Darrell Owens 
Kathleen Pae 
Benita Panighetti 
Janiece Peck 
Karen Pettit 
Jeanne Phillips 
Marilyn Pol 
Marilyn Reiser 
Suzanne Richard 
Victoria Rickard 
Tim Riley 
Charles and Susan Roehrl 
Sarah Roncolato 
Cedric Rowley 
Dan Rowley 
Patricia Rowley 
Carolyn Ruth 
Marian Sama 
David Sawtelle 
Diana and Ray Schaney 
Suzanne and Charles Scheuer 

Leone 
Karen Schwarzwalder 
Steve Sensor 
Karen Sheppard 
Jerome and Alma Jean 

Skrypzak 
Gretchen Smith 
Marlene Smith 
Chris Snedden 
Anita Snider 
Michael Spizarny 
Mark and Rhonda Steg 
LInda Stevenson 
Lenora Stull 
Jeff Styborski 
Michael and Karen Sullivan 
Bonnie Tarcia 
Andy Tellers 
Christopher Thomas 
Suzanne Todd 
Becky Lynn Taravis 
Mary Tredway 
Renee Uht 
Dave Ungerman 
Deborah Vahanian 
Richard and Diane Valahovic 

Gwendolyn White 
Becky Widdecombe 
Linda Williams 
Marian Wygant 
Edward Zajac 
Susan Zoky 

JEFFERSONIAN 
Fred Adams 
Elaine Addessi 
James Arndt 
Charles Baird 
Joseph Baniszewski 
Karen Benko 
Gregory Blackman 
Nicloe Bolash 
Kyrsten Boutwell 
Jack and Deborah Bovee 
Maureen Bradley 
Janet Britt 
Nancy Brown 
Nicholas Brown 
Adrian Byler 
Carol Byler 
Xin-zhu Chen 
Sandra Chermack 
Diane Chido 
Bree Chrisman-Wise and Marlene 

Spires
Christine Colao Nickson 
Alva Covington 
Jim Cuneo 
Kevin and Mary Cuneo 
Pat and Robin Cuneo 
Darrell Cyphers 

Mike Dailey 
Mark Dalglish 
Judy Dauson 
Pat Davis 
Barbara and Kirk DeMichele 
Matthew and Stephanie Dennison 
Jack and Kim Dile 
Michael Dodds 
Pauline Drozeski 
Marie Duke 
Ruthie Eckert Cacchione 
Julie Faulkner Kean 
Gloria Forrest 
Shawne Fried 
Vernon and Martha Gambilll 
Kenneth Gamble 
Michael Ganske 
Joe and Anna Gehringer 
Victoria Gensheimer 
Helen and David Gesue 
Julie Gentry 
Patricia George 
Jason Gochoco 
Renee Gordon 
Bill and Shelia Grove 
Kenneth Grugel 
Cathleen Hedderick 
Michael Hill 
Gilbert Jacobs 
Jackie Johnson 
Allison Kaverman and David Palotas
Kenneth Kraut 
Agnes Kudlock 
Mary Kuhar-Rinke 
Lawrence Kuklinski 
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THE JES RECOGNIZES OUR VERY 
GENEROUS DONORS
Mary Anne Albaugh 
Jennifer Allen 
Jeanne Baker 
Janice M. Baker 
Jacob and MacKenzie Bartko 
Kathleen Bartko 
Suzanne and Michael Baum 
Pierre and Loretto Bellicini 
Jeanne Bender 
Ethan Bennett 
MaryJane Blair 
Jeff Bloodworth  
Kenneth C. Borland 
Irene and Ken Brasington 
Brith Sholom Congregation 
Brock Institute for Mega Issues 
Timothy Bruno 
David Bryan 
Jan Brydon and Howard Nadworny
Roberta Bukowski 
Carol Byler 
Charles and Renee Caryl 
Bridget Chamberlain 
Diane Chido 
Julie Cohen 
Community Access Media (CAM) 
Cumulus Media 

Patrick and Robin Cuneo 
Curtze Food Service 
Eric Dahlstrand 
Jenifer Demers 
Sarah M DeWitt 
Kathryn DiVittorio 
Anonymous Donor 
Anonymous Donor 
Colleen Dougherty 
Donna Douglass 
Carolyn Dunn 
Maureen and Bob Dwyer 
Natalie Dwyer-Haller 
Eileen Engel 
Erie Community Foundation (ECF) 
Erie County Community College 
Erie County Gaming & Revenue 

Authority (ECGRA) 
Erie Insurance 
Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority 

(EMTA) 
Erie News Now (ENN) 
Erie Reader 
Erie Water Works 
Don Faub 
Ferki and Katya Ferati 
David and Mary Ann Frew 
Lorie and Raymond Fritts 
Philip Gallagher 

Paul and Renee Gambill 
Gannon University 
Mary Geib 
Christine Gerlock 
Timothy Germain 
Baher Ghosheh and  

Heather Froman
Christopher Gray 
Charles Gray 
Greater Erie Community  

Action Committee 
(GECAC) 

Pat Gustafson 
Amanda Habursky 
Shirlee K. Haden 
Thomas B. Hagen 
Hagen History Center 
Priscilla Hamilton 
Margaret Hauser 
Joyce and Fran Hayden 
Elaine Heiden 
Nancy Herold 
John Holmberg 
Deborah Hunt 
David and Jessica Hunter 
Sylvia Jarema 
Jewish Community Council of Erie 

(JCC) 
Thomas Kennedy 
Knox Law 
Stephen Krivonak 
Russ and Jean Lafuria 
Chris and Vickie Lampe 
Jeff Lane 
Elaine Laniewicz 
Greg and Lisa LaRocca 
LECOM Health 
Mary Lincoln 
Lincoln Recycling 
Logistics Plus 
Atty Al and Josie Lubiejewski 
Judy Lynch 
Marquette Savings Bank 
Christina and Robert Marsh 
Dale and Lynn McBrier 
James McBrier 
Maureen McClure 

Virginia McDermott  
Sarah and Bruce McWilliams 
Menajerie Studio 
Clemence Mershon 
Chris and Jeffrey Merz 
Wendy Miller 
Denise and Butch Mullen 
National Fuel 
Douglas Nichols
Chelsea Oliver 
Darby Patton Scalise 
Linda Payne 
Charles Perrotta 
Cynthia Peters 
Erica Peterson 
Maureen Plunkett 
PNC Bank 
Barbara Pollock 
Phyllis Pope 
Stephen and Penelope Porter 
Printing Concepts, Inc. 
RBC Wealth Management  
Martha Reddinger 
Marilyn Redenius 
John and Bette Reilly 
Albert Richardson 
Christine Riehl 
Robert Roddy 
Romolo Chocolates 
Andy and Judy Roth 
Marian Sama 

Raymond and Jacqueline Sammartino 
Dave Sample 
Sunny Saunders 
Kevin and Michele Scully 
Erin Sekerak 
Elizabeth Sesler 
John Caleb Shirey 
Jacqueline Smith 
Christopher Snedden 
Timothy Spaeder 
Ben Speggen and Michelle Ellia
Richard Speicher 
Karen Staab 
Jeffrey Styborski 
Kristin Talarico 	
TalkErie.com 	
Jessica and Nick Taylor	
Andy Tellers 	
Shauna Thompson 	
Tom Ridge Environmental Center 

(TREC) 	
Gina Walmsley 
Shawn Waskiewicz 
Nancy Weil 
Adam Welsh 
Robert Wertz 
Gwendolyn White 
Drew Whiting 
Wm. T. Spaeder 
Perry Wood 
WQLN 
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	 August 31
	 2025	 2024
 
ASSETS
  Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 101,424	 $	 348,897

  Pledges receivable		  517,500		  435,000

  Other receivable		  23,866		  22,349

  Accounts receivable		  8,850		  31,295

  Inventory		  51,448		  59,361

  Prepaid expenses		  509,660		  59,108

Total current assets		  1,212,748		  956,010

Property and equipment		  1,790,464		  1,735,023

Less: accumulated depreciation		  724,787		  674,013

		  1,065,677		  1,061,010

Long-term pledges receivable, net of discount of $74,282

  and $129,757 at August 31, 2025 and 2024, respectively	 715,718		  920,243

Endowment		  623,306		  588,799

Right-of-use assets for operating leases, net of  

  accumulated amortization		  9,291		  -

Total Assets	 $	 3,626,740	 $	 3,526,062

	 August 31
	 2025	 2024
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities:

  Accounts payable	 $	 123,790	 $	 68,464

  Lines of credit		  294,982		  262,171

  Deferred revenue		  178,367		  150,000

  Accrued expenses		  16,978		  20,933

  Operating lease liability, current portion		  1,843		  -

  Current portion of long-term obligations		  42,483		  42,394

Total current liabilities		  658,443		  543,962

Long-term obligations, less current portion		  332,804		  372,893

Operating lease liability, less current portion		  7,448		  -

Net Assets:

  Without donor restrictions		  489,827		  804,105

  With donor restrictions		  2,138,218		  1,805,102

Total net assets		  2,628,045		  2,609,207

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $	 3,626,740	 $	 3,526,062

JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY OF ERIE, INC.
Statement of Financial Position at August 31, 2025 and 2024 and images updated below.
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