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Christine Riehl Working with TED to Establish a Biennial Conference  

Christine Riehl has been recruited by the Jefferson Society to establish a mini-TED biennial conference for the Erie Region. Ms. Riehl will 

work to establish a partnership with Technology, Entertainment, Design, or “TED”, a global think-tank located in New York City. TED has an annual 

conference, drawing over 1,000 people, which according to their website “brings together the world's most fascinating thinkers and doers, who are 

challenged to give the talk of their lives about the newest ideas in their respective areas (in 18 minutes).” The Society 

hopes to host a similar conference on a smaller scale in 2010. 

Ms. Riehl is well qualified to bring this exciting concept to the Erie area. From 2003 until her retirement in 2008, she was a Foreign Service Officer 

for the U.S. Department of State. During those five years, she was assisting the government in places such as South and Central Asia, Africa, Balkans 

and Greece. 

Ms. Riehl is a graduate of Mercyhurst College with a B.A. in Social Work, and later received her M.S. from Gannon University in Counseling and 

Psychology. In 2002, Riehl received yet another degree; Masters of Public Administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 

Harvard University. 

 

 

Global Issues Forum and Corrine Halperin Egan 

 

Beginning in the fall of 2009, the Jefferson Educational Society will host the Global Issues Forum. The Global Issues Forum (GIF) began as 
a Mercyhurst College program in the fall of 2004. Its mission is to provide background information on current events and global problems for the 
Erie community. 
 
GIF has become a regular feature in the community and provides “Food for Thought.”  The program begins with lunch, followed by a speaker or 
speakers on current global issues and a question and answer session. 
 
The program began with 12 to 15 individuals in attendance in its early stages.  The audience has continued to expand each year. During the latest 
series, January through May, 2009, audiences have grown to an average of 60 participants and on one occasion, 87 were in attendance.   
 
The Jefferson Society is pleased to be working with Corrine Halperin Egan as she brings this fascinating program to the Jefferson Educational 

Society. Corrine Halperin Egan has over 30 years experience in small and large group facilitation and consulting with businesses and organizations 

in both the public and private sectors.   

Since coming to Erie in 1970, Corrine has served as Executive Director for the NWPA Labor Management Council and was the director of Special 

Events and Community Education at Mercyhurst College. She continued to work with the College as coordinator for Grass Roots Leadership, 

Neighborhood Revitalization projects and also as a grant researcher. Most recently, she has been directing the Global Issues Forum. 

Prior positions include: Executive Director of Council on Volunteers for Erie County (COVE), the YWCAs of Erie and an on staff consultant for the 

Erie Unit of the American Cancer Society. In April of 1993, she was recognized by The Women's Roundtable of Erie as Woman of the Year. That 

same year, she was chosen as Alumna of the Year by Mercyhurst College.  In 1994, Corrine was picked as one of twelve "Women Making History" 

by Mercy Center for Women. In 1996, she made the Honor Roll of Pennsylvania Women. 

 Corrine returned to college in 1974 and graduated from Mercyhurst Magna Cum Laude in Business in June of 1980.  Corrine will now be working in 

the JES building, and can be reached at (814) 454-8003. 

 

Rebecca Martin Completes Work at the JES 

Rebecca Martin has left the Jefferson Educational Society at the conclusion of the spring term as she has completed her work 

agreement to manage the first year activities for the Society.     

Martin was recruited by the Founding Board of Directors to develop, implement and manage the start up operations of the Society. Her last day at 

the Society was April 29, 2009. 
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“We are grateful for the progress that Rebecca has been able to bring to the Jefferson and are committed to continue building on the momentum 

she has helped to instill,” said William P. Garvey, Ph.D., President.  “We look forward to a continued professional relationship with Rebecca as we 

develop the future of the Society.” 

 

The Society Welcomes Shannon McCarthy as Administrative Assistant  

 

The Society welcomed Shannon McCarthy to its staff as the new administrative assistant on Monday, May 4th.  Shannon attended 

Collegiate Academy and then transferred to Iroquois high school where she graduated. She is a mother to one daughter, Aubrey. Shannon’s family 

owns and operates a small business in Wesleyville, which they have owned for over 10 years. Every fall, she and her sisters enjoy doing community 

service helping recently immigrated refugee children from Africa. Shannon will work with informing the general public of program offerings 

including publication of the newsletter, arranging the administrative staff’s schedules and meetings held at JES. 

 

Sara Mead, who was the administrative assistant, has left the Jefferson Educational Society to pursue different professional opportunities and JES 

wishes her the best. 

 

Jefferson Society Becomes an Election Site 

As of Tuesday, May 19, 2009 the Jefferson Educational Society became Erie’s choice for its Ward 5, District 2 election site. There were a 

total of 206 voters who came to JES to cast their votes.  

The Jefferson Society became an election site not only to assist Erie government but also to raise public interest in the Society. Ferki Ferati gave 7 

tours of the building to voters who were interested in learning about the Society. Shannon McCarthy gave 15 tours and informed over 25 people 

about what JES does. Shannon was also able to add 8 names to our ever-growing mailing list, which will help us to expand and continue educating 

the people of Erie. 

 

Jeffersonôs New Outdoor Look 

 
Since the birth of the Jefferson Educational Society, many repairs as well as cosmetic updates to the JES building have been underway. The 

arrival of summer will also bring some landscaping improvements to the exterior entrance of the JES. 

The Jefferson Society, along with Father and Sons Landscaping, has developed an innovative design for the front of the building. When complete, 

the new landscaping will include 3 vibrant flower beds, lights which will illuminate our existing Jefferson Educational Society sign and a large “J” 

shaped flower bed to the Right of the JES entrance.  

 
Spring Term Stats 

 
The final enrollment for spring courses was 132 students taking 160 courses. This brings the total of the first three terms to 440 students 

taking 514 courses. To keep supporting the mission of the Educational Division, the Society’s goal is reaching an enrollment of 700 people taking 
850 courses by December 31, 2009.  
 
This spring, there were 79 students who returned and 53 new students who registered for classes at the Society. The high retention rate of 60% 
shows that people are satisfied with their previous experiences. History offerings remain strong with the War of 1812 (Capitan Walter Rybka) 
attracted 22 students; and the Persian Empire (Dr. William P. Garvey) drew 30 students. Religion classes have also been doing very well as the 
Wisdom and Compassion of the Dalai Lama (Dr. Tom Forsthoefel) enrolled 27 students.  
 
Seminars and Lectures were more popular during the spring term similar to the winter term while courses were the bigger draw in the fall term. 
 

Great Decisions Program 

The first Great Decisions course also drew 14 people and received very positive feedback. The Jefferson Society will continue to offer this program 

in the fall. Great Decisions is a global affairs education program of the Foreign Policy Association, of which the Jefferson Society is a member. 

Seminars engage participants in learning about the world through the discussion and analyses of issues that are of concern to US policy makers 

today and that represent the foreign policy challenges of tomorrow.  The Speaker for the spring term was a professor and scholar who was exiled 

or escaped oppression in his home country. The Scholars at Risk program is presented in conjunction with New York University.  The Society offered 

one three hour seminar; Pakistan, Kashmir and Afghanistan with Arif Jamal, MSC.   
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Offsite Programming 

As part of our efforts to broaden the reach of the Society and its Educational Division, the Jefferson Society has already offered an offsite seminar, 
The Pacific War, held on the grounds of Springhill Senior Living. Future offsite programming will again take place at Springhill and a partnership has 
also developed with Regency at South Shore. The Regency is working with the Jefferson Society to offer a class on Erie History on their grounds in 
late July. 
 

Spring Term Turnout Breakdown 

                                                                                                                                                           8-May-09 

Spring Term Total Body Attendance Breakdown In Comparison With Fall and Winter Terms 

 
Registrants Guests Total 

  
Fall Term Person Persons: 100 46 146 

  
Winter Term Total Persons: 113 49 164* 

  
Fall Term Returning Students: 32 16 48 

  
Winter Term Returning Students: 20 11 31 

  
Total Returning Students: 52 27 79 60% Retention 

New Students: 36 17 53   
 

Spring Term Total Persons: 88 44 132 
  

      
Spring Term Total Course Attendance In Comparison With Fall and Winter Terms 

 
Seminar 

 (4 Hours) 
Course 

 (8 Hours) 
Lecture 

 (1.5 Hours) 
Total Course Attendance 

Fall Term: 51 103 20 174 

Winter Term: 85 51 42 180* 

Spring Term: 92 24 44 160 

      *Considerably higher because the off-site program at Springhill Senior Living drew 19 people 
  

 
Summer Session Begins June 15, 2009 

The summer term will offer a variety of classes 4 Lectures, 5 courses, and 10 Seminars which will begin June 15, 2009.  The Society will be open for 
registration weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; special weekend registration on June 13-14, 2-4 p.m. 
 
Class topics range from the Right Track for Erie: A Railway History, Teddy Roosevelt – Four Crisis, Poetry, marketing for Non-profits, Sailing the 
Great Lakes, Jefferson’s Jesus, and Insights into the Jewish Heritage, Modern Erie Politics, the Holocaust and a special course for educators; Saving 
Classroom Time. 
 
The Jefferson Society is also launching a special one day, three hour seminar on the Erie Cemetery and Erie families who rest there. Dr. William 
Garvey will be offering a 1 ½ hour long lecture on the lives of those whose graves will be visited. Mr. Carl Anderson will then lead a 1 ½ hour tour 
around the Erie Cemetery. 
 

 
 
JES GRANTS PENDING 
 

To date, the Society has submitted 6 grant requests totaling $450,000 with local organizations, state and federal agencies.  Grant requests range 
from assistance with working capital, operating costs and educational programming. The grant requests include the following: 
 
NewPA Proposal 
The Jefferson Society is working with Senator Jane Earll on a $30,000 grant proposal for organizational assistance through the NewPA Single 
Application process.  The request asked for funding support of operating costs, working capital, educational and civic programming, Civic issue 
reports and other indirect costs.  
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DCED Community Revitalization Proposal 
The Jefferson Society has met with Erie County State representatives Flo Fabrizio and Pat Harkins concerning proposals totaling $20,000 to support 
the Erie Civic Journal, civic and educational programming and other indirect costs. The funding request is directed to the Community Development 
and Revitalization program.  
 
Federal Appropriation Proposal 
The Jefferson Society has submitted a federal appropriation funding request through the office of Senator Robert Casey, Jr.  The Jefferson Society 
requested a federal earmark of $350,000 for the initial planning of the recognition of Erie’s critical role in the Battle of Lake Erie during the War of 
1812 as part of the national Bicentennial War of 1812 commemoration.    
 
The Society is currently working on obtaining letters of support for the project from Erie community leaders. As of May 20, 2009 we have received 
17 letters from the following people and organizations below. In addition, another seven letters are expected to raise the JES total to 22. 
 

Name Occupation/ Organization 

Greg Orlando Erie Branch Manager, Wachovia Securities  

Kyle Foust Councilman, Erie County 

Thomas Hagen Chairman, Board of Directors, Erie Insurance 

Joe Sinnott Mayor, City of Erie 

Judy Lynch, Ph.D. Former County Executive, Erie County 

Paul Foust Former Chairman, Erie County Democratic Party 

Pat Cappabianca Councilman, City of Erie 

Joyce Savocchio Former Mayor, City of Erie 

Bill Sennett Former Attorney General, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

Patrick Harkins Erie County, PA State Representative 

City Council  City of Erie, Pennsylvania 

William Sesler Former PA State Senator, Erie County State Legislator 

Mark DiVecchio County Executive, Erie County PA 

Florindo J. Fabrizio Erie County, PA State Representative 

Barry Grossman Democratic Candidate for County Executive 

Denise Robison Former Councilwoman, City of Erie 

John Malone President / CEO, Hamot Hospital 

 
Erie Community Foundation Proposal 
The Jefferson Society recently submitted a $45,000 proposal through the Foundation’s Helping Today program. The Society is seeking partial 
funding support for two aspects of the Society’s Projects. The first is $20,000 for the development, research, analysis, publication and distribution 
of a twice yearly Erie Civic Journal and the two Erie Civic Reports, the second is $25,000 to partially support the daily operations of the course 
driven Educational Division. This proposal was submitted on May 4, 2009. 
 

 
Grants Received 

 
City of Erie School Board 

At its February 11 meeting, the City of Erie School Board unanimously approved a $20,000 Institutional Research Proposal for the Jefferson Society 
to produce a “History of the Erie School District from 1970 through 2008.”   
 
The final responsibility for the publishing of the manuscript would be the School Districts, unless such authorities for these functions are delegated 
to the Jefferson Society. The Jefferson Society has Robert Guerrein, Ph.D., to both write the District History update and complete the research 
which began in March. Dr. Guerrein so far has reviewed the minutes of the Erie School District Board of Directors and also finished writing the first 
draft. A final completion of the manuscript is expected by September 1, 2009. 
 
County of Erie Grant 
A County Casino monies grant was recently approved by Erie County Council on April 6, 2009, with a vote of 6-1. The Jefferson Educational Society 
received a non-restricted start-up grant of $25,000. 
 
Other Studies Underway 
JES has also been awarded two sponsored analytical research projects totaling $20,000 ï one for a local hospital and one for editing a local family 

history.  
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Summer, 2009 Schedule 

Summer term runs June 15 ς July 31. All classes are held weekly at times scheduled at the Jefferson Society, 3207 State Street. For more 
information or to register, call 459-8000. Visa, MasterCard, Discover accepted. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

Class 

Type 
Day / Date /Time Course Title Instructor 

History / Politics 

Lecture Mon. / June 15/ 6:30 ς 8 p.m. Theodore Roosevelt – Four Crises  Gene Dreyfus, MBA 

Lecture Mon. / June 22 / 7-8:30 p.m. The Right Track for Erie: A Railway History Ken Springirth 

Lecture Tue. / June 23 / 7-8:30 p.m. 
Post – Election Analysis of Grossman 
County Executive Primary Victory 

David Kozak, Ph.D. 

Lecture Mon. / July 20 / 6:30-8 p.m.  Wilson – Presidential Arrogance Gene Dreyfus, MBA 

Course 
Tue./ Thur. /July 14, 16, 21, 23 /  
2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Modern Erie Politics – Continuities 
and Change  

William P. Garvey, Ph.D. 

Seminar Wed. / June 17, 24 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Sailing the Great Lakes: Three 
Centuries of Change 

Walter Rybka, Senior Captain, US 
Brig Niagara 

Course Thur. / June 25 July 9, 16, 23 / 4-6 p.m. 
The Holocaust: How was it 
Possible?  

Kathy Pirrello, MA candidate, Siegal 
College of Judaic Studies, 2010 

Seminar 
Mon. /Wed./Fri./ July 27, 29, 31 / 2-3:30 
p.m. at Regency South Shore  

Erie History: 1900-1965: Mayor 
Liebel to Williamson 

William P. Garvey, Ph.D. 

Seminar Mon./ Wed. /July 27, 29 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
New Patterns in the American 
Political Environment 

David Kozak, Ph.D. 

Religion / Literature 

Course Mon. / June 22, 29 July 6, 13 / 2-4 p.m.  
The Immigrant American in 
Novels 

Marjorie Podolsky, M.Ed. 

Course Tue. / June 16, 23, 30 July 7 / 4-6  p.m. Jefferson’s Jesus Charles Brock, M. Litt. 

Seminar Wed. / June 17, 24 July 1/ 6:30-7:50 p.m. 
More Poetry for People Who Hate 
It 

Rebecca Martin, M.A. 

Seminar Tue. / July 14,  21 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Origins and  Impact of Islamic 
Jihadism 

Michael E. Dunlavey, JD, Erie County 
Judge 

Seminar Wed. / June 17, 24 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. Insights Into the Jewish Heritage    Rabbi Leonard Lifshen, D.D. 

Seminar Wed. / July 1, 8 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. Insights Into the Islamic Heritage  Baher Ghosheh, Ph.D. 
Special Interest 

Seminar Sun. / June 21 / 2-5 p.m. at Erie Cemetery 
Exploring The Erie Cemetery – 
Home to Erie’s Ancestors –Sec. 1 

William P. Garvey, Ph.D. 
Cemetery Tour; Carl Anderson, B.A. 

Course 
Wed. / June 17, 24 July 1, 8 /   
3-5 p.m.  

Developing a Successful Marketing Plan 
For Non-Profit Organizations 

Rebecca Martin, M.A. 

Seminar Sun. / July 19 / 2-5 p.m. at Erie Cemetery 
Exploring The Erie Cemetery – 
Home to Erie’s Ancestors – Sec. 2 

William P. Garvey, Ph.D. 
Cemetery Tour; Carl Anderson, B.A. 

Seminar Tue. / June 30, July 7 / 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Saving Instruction Time – 
Classroom Interaction of  
Math, Writing, Science, and Social Studies 

Maureen Plunkett, MED (Reading) 
Tiffany Schroyer, MED (Math) 

 

Act 48 Credit Available for IU-5  

Act 48 Credit Available for Erie School District Teachers 

AFFORDABLE COSTS 

Seminar cost is $25, with a guest $35; Course cost is $50, with a guest $60.  Lectures are $10 each, with a guest $15. The Erie Book 
Store offers Jefferson Society students a special Society discount up to 20% on selected books for classes and other recommended 
titles.   
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The Right Track for Erie: A Railway History (Lecture, 1.5 hrs) In 1853 a railroad gauge war erupted in Erie that split the community and its 
families.   Lecture will explore what happened when a downtown Erie bridge was cut in half and trackage was ripped up in Harborcreek 
Township, helping to see that Erie's railroad connections to the nation were completed.  Ken Springirth, instructor 
 
Theodore Roosevelt ï Four Crises (Lecture, 1.5 hours). A review of his handling of the 1904 Anthracite Coal Strike, revolution and the 
building of the Isthmus in Panama, Trustbusting the American Railroad System, and alone as a Conservationist. Gene Dreyfus, MBA, instructor 
 
Woodrow Wilson ï Presidential Arrogance (Lecture, 1.5 hours). Turning back progress on Civil Rights, resisting female suffrage reluctance 
to enter the fight in War World I and a failed effort at his League of Nations. Gene Dreyfus, MBA, instructor 
 
New Patterns in the American Political Environment (Seminar, 4 hours). New American political realities and a changing political situation 
requires a new philosophy of leadership that turns the country from polarization to consensus building, bipartisanship, problem salving and 
realistic expectations. David Kozak, Ph.D., instructor 
 
Insights Into the Jewish Heritage (Seminar, 4 hours). As some Biblical Verses state, ñHow goodly is our portion and how pleasant our lot, and 
how beautiful our heritageò - A fascinating look into Judaism ï its religion, its culture, its history, and its traditions. Rabbi Leonard Lifshen, D.D., 
Instructor  
 
Insights Into the Islamic Heritage (Seminar, 4 hours). The world of Islam encompasses 1.5 billion people in over 55 countries. Still, their 
culture, philosophy, religion and way of life remain unexplored and misunderstood in the Western World. Baher Ghosheh, Ph.D., instructor  
 
Sailing the Great Lakes: Three Centuries of Change (Seminar, 4 hours).  An overview of sailing ship evolution in war and peace; the 
hazards and perils of the inland seas.  Walter Rybka, Senior Captain, US Brig Niagara, instructor 
 
Origins and Impact of Islamic Jihadism (Seminar, 4 hours).  An insightful look at the development of Activist and Militant Islam in the current 
world and its effect upon United States interests and diplomacy and security. Michael E. Dunlavey, Erie County Judge 
 
Modern Erie Politics ï Continuities and Change (Course, 8 hours)  Part III of Erie Political History covering the years of Mayor Lou Tullio and 
Joyce Savocchio (1965 ï 2001). The last two sessions will also concentrate on the changes and continuities from the 20th century to the 
present day Erie Political Scene. William P. Garvey, Ph.D., instructor 
 
Saving Instruction Time ï Classroom Interaction of Math, Writing, Science, and Social Studies (Seminar, 4 hours). Presenters will show 
how to use literature to integrate math, writing, science, and social studies across the standards. Both sessions will offer a complete unit 
focused around a specific piece of childrenôs literature. Geared for grades 3 ï 5. Maureen Plunkett, MED (Reading), Tiffany Schroyer, MED 
(Math), instructors 
 
Jeffersonôs Jesus (Course, 8 hours). Jefferson held Enlightenment suspicions about miracles, revelation, end-times, and divinity but thought 
Jesus was the worldôs greatest moralist. His views affect contemporary issues such as the mission of America, church & state, economics, 
foreign affairs, interfaith relations, race, and personal ethics.  Charles Brock, M. Litt., instructor 
 
More Poetry for People Who Hate It (Seminar, 4 hrs). An exploration of the themes poetry offers to help us understand our 
world and the human condition.  Rebecca Martin, M.A., instructor 
 
Developing a Successful Marketing Plan for Non-Profit Organizations (Course, 8 hrs). Overview of the elements in communication 
management and how to put them together for a success marketing plan. Rebecca Martin, M.A., instructor 
 
The Holocaust: How was it Possible? (Course, 8 hours). Course will examine the Holocaust through the study of the rise of the Nazi Party, 
the role and life of the ghettos, the final solution and the extermination camps, the resistance movements, the War Crime Trials and genocides 
after the Holocaust.  Act 48 approved by the IU5.  Kathy Pirrello, MA candidate, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, 2010 

The Immigrant American In Novels (Course, 8 hours) An exploration of the stories of the immigrant experience of four ethnic groups who 
came to America in the early twentieth century.   Reading selections are:  Christ in Concrete, by Pietro DiDonato (Italian); My Antonia, by Willa 
Cather (Slavic);   A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith (Irish); and The Chosen, by Chaim Potok (Eastern European Jewish).  Act 48 
Approved by the IU5. Marjorie Podolsky, M.Ed., instructor 
 
Exploring The Erie Cemetery ï Home to Erieôs Ancestors (Seminar, 3 hours). A study and tour of Erieôs leading 19th Century notables 
buried in historic Erie Cemetery including Daniel Dobbins, General Strong Vincent, Harry T. Burleigh, Thomas Forester, Alexander Brewster, 
Colonel McLane, William L. Scott, Charles H. Strong, and members of Erieôs Founding Family ï The Reeds. 1.5 hrs. lecture followed by 1.5 hrs. 
tour of gravesites. William P. Garvey, Ph.D., instructor, Carl Anderson, B.A., Cemetery Tour-Guide 
 
Erie History: 1900-1965: Mayor Liebel to Williamson (Seminar, 4 hours). An Off-Site Program hosted by the Jefferson Educational Society at 
the Regency at South Shore. This seminar will explore the development of Erie in the 20th Century, beginning with Mayor Mike Liebel and 
ending with Mayor Charles Williamson. William P. Garvey, Ph.D., instructor 
 
Post ï Election Analysis of Grossman County Executive  Victory (Lecture, 1.5 hours). Analysis of voting patterns in the County Executive 
Democratic Race, influences determining outcome, emerging new patterns and coalition in Erie County Politics. David Kozak, Ph.D., instructors  

 

 

 Register on-line at JESerie.org or call the Jefferson Society at 459-8000. 
 

Summer Term Descriptions at the JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
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The             

Jefferson Education Society is a nonprofit institution founded to promote 

civic enlightenment and community progress for Erie through the study, 

research and discussion of ideas and events.  The Society offers non-

degree adult seminars, courses and lectures as part of its commitment to 

the Jeffersonian ideal of life-long learning. 

Summer  Term is Open for Registration!  

The Society will be open for registration weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 

special weekend registration on June 13-14, 2-4 p.m. 
Visit us on the web at JESerie.org or call the Society at 459-8000 
 

 

 

JES Board of Directors 
Dr. Judith Lynch, 
Chair 

Bruce Raimy, Vice 
Chair 

Charles Caryl, 
Treasurer 

Dr. William Garvey, 
Secretary 

Charles Brock     David Chrzanowski 

Thomas B. Hagen Rabbi Leonard Lifshen 

John Malone Denise Robison 

Joyce Savocchio William Sennett, Esq. 

Jeff Szumigale Dr. David Kozak 

Greg Sesler, Esq.  Betsy Guelcher 
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